A SHCORT SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF CRSON B, AND SUSAN SMITH ADAMS

Susan Smith Adams was born May 30th 1819 in Grayson Co, Kentucky.
Her father died before her birth and she was reared by a step father.
The step father bsing unitind she had a hayrd battle with 1ife until she
zarried Orson Bsnnet Adams. She gave birth to two childrsn at &iffe-
rent times, both died at birth and she adopted a son of Finley Page
who grew %o mamhood. On the 16th of July 18h6, the Mormon Battalion
was called arnd O.B. Adams voluntezsred. This was a hard blow on the
saints, a3 they hzd been driven and mobbed sc many times, they feared
to trust any one. They were loyel eitizens but they never expecied
such sacrifiees to be required of them to prove their loyalty to the
United Shates. Their lszder Brigham Young was a wise lsader and ad-
vised them to go, and told them their families should have as well
a8 his own. He also told them thsy would not have to fight anything
but wild bezsts, that Lhere would not be as many bullets whistle a-
round them as did arcund Willard Richards in Cartage Jail. I% was a
very trying time for the saints, but the spirit of god was with them
and those thal were called went with prayerful hearts, They left their
wives and children camped in wagons while on the road to Utah and
safety. OSusan Smith Adams, learning that five weomen for each compa-
ny could go a3 laundressss, volunieered and satarted on that long and
tedious journay to Californis, leaving her thres year old baby with
her mother, to come to Utah. The journey was one constant hardship.
She walkad much of the way. sometimes walked all night. Her husband
0.B. Adans being lst Saerzeant in Co. C. was nmot with her very mueh,
“as she hsd so mueh work to do. She was aook for a mess and it kept
her very busy. At one time when she wenf to the river to get water
she saw a msn with his fesi in the water, the wvaler was bloody with
the blood from his feel, he had walked with mo soles on hiz shoes
until his feet were very sore. At ancther time they passed some of
the ¢ld ruins in Mexieo and her husband went down in cne and sould
not get out, the men had to get ropes and pull him out. At this plaes
there was a firs burning and they wers told the fire had not been out
for one hundred years. They met with many strange and wondsrful tess
timonies of the the itrubhfulness of the gospel. Thay traveled as far as
Santa Fe and there Creon Adama and many that were weak, sick and dis-
abled were sent back and ordered to winter at Pusblo, with this detach-
ment the laundry women wera also seni back. Mrs, Adams, being reared
in the home of a Doctor did mmeh 1o relieve the sick and afflicted of
this eompany, They endursd sgich suffering that winter, their way was
thru & trackless desert where nothing bub wild beasts had trodden.,
Thoy arrived in the Great Salt Lake Valley & few days afier the first
picneers of 18L7.

Mrs. Adams met her nother and baby im a short time, they having
arriged the 2nd day of September in Jedsdiszh M. Grant's company.
Her hardships did not cease here, for the food wes very searece, they had
nothing but wikat they had in their wagons. The Goveranment, as good
thelr word, gave them the team and wagon, and all they had with them
as their own. The next summer, 1848, Orson Adams paid $50.00 for
one hundred 1bs. of flour and 100 lbs shorts tc leave with his fami-
1y &nd started with others for the Missouri River, with only bread
enough for their dimmer, depsnding on wild meat for the femainder of
their food whils on the irip, which was to obtain food for their fa- -
milies. He was gone six months. As he was nearing home Mrs. Adams wsnt
to meet him with two yoke of yoked and ehained together. She teok
with her a small boy nins years old. She camped ocut four Rightas with
only the boy and cstile for company.

She went thru the ericket war and for six wosks at ons tims they



had nc bread. She carded snd spun all they wore. She with her hus~
band was called Jan. 6th 1851 to little Salt Lake, now known as Pa-
rowan, Iron County in Apostls George A. Smith's Company, here they
suffered much for food, caused by grasshoppers and other pestilence.
By this time she had become a professional nurse and spent much of
her time with the sick. They were again called on whgt was called
the cotton mission to Washington County. While there they grew cotte-
on, she picked, carded and spum it., She sheared sheep, carded and
spun the wool, grew the mezdder; dyed the wocl and wove a eoverlet
that took the prigze in the fair at Salt Lake. She also wove many
coverlets that c=old at 520.00 each. She gave birth to one daughter
at the age of forty years. She stood high in sosiety, being President
of ths Relief Sositety, took a great part in woman's rights and was
a faithful latter day saint till her death.

Written for the daughters of the pioneers June 2Lth 1921 By Mary
E. Adams, wife cf Johm S. Pags Adams, the adoptad son of Susan Smith
and Orson B. Adama,
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