#rit ings of Joserh ¥. Barton Orizinal in the hands of iirs,
Tarriet Eliza Derdon Marond, daushior of the writer, Mra,
Ha-wond was two and a half ysars old when the expedition
want through the Hole in the Zock, Just before her father's
death she induced him to write an account of that expedition,
e agroed to do this, tut died shortly after the work was
begune. The following 18 his account as copled Trom the
original by David E. Miller ipril 24, 1953

Verdure Utah May 10th 1814
In the eariy part of the yesar 1872 I was called by Erastus Snow to
ve one of s cozpany of about Tifty uzen to c¢stablish s colony some-
where scross the Colorsdo River,
At this time was residing at my nstive town Fararonah Iron Co. Utah
(I soy native having been born only 4 1/° miles distant at Parawan)
as 24 vears of age wsrried and had facdly of two children. 7The
campmny was rnde up mainly from Iron County Utah  As Soon as spring
orened abmut twenty ren were selected fram the company to 4o explorving
work aecroas the Colorado Tiver in the “outheastern part of Utah =hich
up to this time was & vory wild and unexslored tract of country The
exrloring pmrty going out by way of Lees ferry and loan Covy -riz
landed on the 3an Juan River aboul 25 miles down the River or rorth
wasterly {ro. the noted four carners s very conspicuous point in
tho United Stntes.
In the early fsll 1879 the explorers rotumning to thelr homes gave
good rejorts of lend wsoter & grass Now cape the dbusy time as it
was the desire of Erestus Snow that tho coupnay ;sz;ocead on their
journey to the pew land imediately Conseguontly I vwith my famdly
and brother imasa M. 3arton on the 3rd of Nov 1879 bid farowell to
our Fathers “others brothers and 3isters and Iriends »;hem were very

dear to us and joined in with the band of missionsries who were



zoins out to Zubdue a barren waste huild howmes and ssisbligh neow
eclinies chiefly for the purpose of comrensing the civilization of
the »ild sné powerful tribe of lavsjos who Jor a numher of ysars had
been rading and corumitting rany depredations in Southern Utsh
Reachiny the Butlor Rangh s few ~iles above the Town of Fanguiteh on
sevier Hiver vwe oncountersd & heavy Snow Storm which lasted Tour days
wnich ‘u% 4 £t of Snow on the Zaclante ¥t and mede it almost lo-
passable for the outlfit THowewver ocur caitle were ut t ths front end
the cowboys succeedsd in lsaving o fairly good trail after reacching
The Town of ZFacalante we furned to down the desert to the Sunny South
lling in at 40 mile where we had the first gemsral roundur of the
whole company which was rede ur of some 30 wasons “e found it
necesaary o call a council mecting as »e now Tind that our proposed
route to the Jan Juan Country while Soms Shorter than elther of the
ronxtes traveled by ths exploring rarty in the Spring and early fall
in going to and returning frow the Jan Juan Couniry is wholy une
ax~lored At the meeling a ¢ommany of ten Youns en »8re selsctsd to
do sore exrzlorinz wark beyond the Colorado Tiver (onasiuently the
rext rorning the canpany of ten yysell included having a Sxall boat
that had boon brot ram Eseslente by Chaa Fall “tarted for the Ziver
arriving that evening at the Tim mbout 12 io 1500 {4 abovo the “iver
and adout 2 iles from 14 by the trail we would have t0 travel Yext
tay we enjoyed congldersble sxperience in getting out hoat to the
River by way of the ruff trall faving accomplishod this feat we
took 3 days prcviaion and our blankets upon our baeks and ecpzronoced
exploring for.a.routa by which we could gain the Surseit or mein

tablaland Aifter explorings to our Satisfaction ve returned to the

v
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ma:ln cemp we (made) the report that without Shooting our wayvthru' it
would be impossible for the company to reach their destination on

the Short cut road This proved to be rather discouraging as the
Company had not been provided with powder nor Steel whereby to blow

. to0 pieces the ledges tat we rﬁight pass on Hnwgver another council
was called and from the fact that the Escalanta Mt was now so full

of Snow that 1t would be impossible t:: take thse back frail any farthur
than the Town of Escslanta that it was resolved to Send pack animals
back for powder & Steel and in the mean time move the camp to the Colorado
rim  But on account of Scarsity of wook water & grass it was deemed
advisable to divide the campany leaving 1/2 back at 50 mile Spring

S miles frome the rim, from which carp we would walk to cur work
Monday mornling remain all week apd welk back Sabturdey evening this
work continued for about two months

It was here that we spent our Xmas hollidays in dancing Singing and
merry making For sll that it was the hardest winter ever known in
Utah everybody in both camps enjoyed the best of health and generally
a good spirit prevailed,

¥hen the road work was so far completed that we could get out across
the Colorado Some four or five miles a general break up of both

camps was indulged in Of course everybody was very anxious to try
the new road down the celebrated Hole in the rock which is a crack or
gat (?) thru the ri#l rock {barely wide enuf for the passage of a wagon)
which led to a narrow ruff cauyon that wound 1ts way to the River The
first decent of the hoie in the rock being 26 £t apd which took severl
days blasting to f1ll and even then was thot to be a very dangserous

pelice of wagon road However by means of & long rops and 10 men the



wagons were lowered thru the hole and set on thelr way for the River

{ 3/4 of a wile adistant) bafore any of the teams of camp nd 2 rut in
appearance The writer happened o be some distance in sdvance of the
balence of compeny no 2 ard reached the dresded rcad just at Sundown
aryl ¥nowing that if he waited for the ten men and rope hs would camp
on the rim that night tut after teking & Survey of the cavity & rutting
on ruff lock and urgine hs team considerable finally sot them to fTace
what seemed slrost next o desch Iowever the next 1/8 mimite landed
toar wagon and driver at first stetion about 300 ¢ down the hole in
the rock right Sids un where uron exsnination hs Tound that the ehain
to ruff lock had broken but thru a »rovidispeisl the chain had Tlipped

2 lap syround the Tslloe in Such a rmamer s 0 Serve Tor s loek

{¥ote: This snds the record vritien by Joseph P, Barton, 4 close
aexaninztion will show that gseveral details ouditted from other zceounts,
are c¢ontained in these fow pares,

In copying this I have tried % preserve spelling, pundtuation .

ctc, Sxacily as it 18 in the orizinsl, D)



