HISTORY OF LIARTHEA BLIZARETH WILLIANSOMN RBRARTON
As told by herself, Feb ¢, I955 to Hora Lund of the Vard Genealogic:.:
Class

It was a cold day, Dec, 4, I868 when I first put in my appearance at the
home of William and liartha Knowles Jilliamson, my parents. I made number 3 in
the family, Our home was a log house situated on the lot one block east and
across the street from the present high-way 91,

I was blessed and given the name of Martha Elizabeth, Martha, after ny mother
=nd Elizabeth to honor father's sister. I was always called Lizzie at home, but
now most everyome calles me "Aunt Libby". I'd fight like a good one when anyone
did it in the olden days because I hated it so. Some older boys of the fowr
started the nick name just to watch me fly, I guss, now I don't mind.

At a very early age I took over my part of the responsibility in helping
mother care for the younger children. There was I2 in the family 9 growing to
maturity; so there were always babies to watch 2fter for a long time and I looke
upon them as my special chore. I have always had great love for my brothers and
sisters.

¥y playmates and girlhood chums were Betsy Pratt ‘atts, Julia Barton, Alice
Jane Holyoak, liartha Stevens and others. When Stevens moved away and Lunds came
to Paragonah, Nell was one of my best girl friends. as kids we played such games
as Steel Sticks, and Jump the Rope, for the latter sport we usuall¥ congregated
at the VWatts place. Aunt Ellen use to keep her girls pretty close to home so the
rest of us went there to jump the rope when we had =2 little free time to »nlay.

I can remember that some of my school teachers werfEliza Ann Barton, (Edwards’
fary Ellen Yatts (Forsythe) George Topham and Guy Wickson Zera (Terry).

I will never forget teacher Wickson. I was scared to death of him--he was so
strict.

The teachers were almost too strict in those days such a sharnp con$(rast to the
thods of teaching today. I am refereing to one occasion when I got my fingers ¢
cracked mighty hard with a I2 inche ruler, Some one had given me a 3 cornered
nieces of broken slate., I was having such a good time druwing a ~irl. I can just
see her now, that pretty dress I had on her, it was an overskirt affair with dot:
on the skirt. I was so engrossed on my work that I didn't hear the teachers®' ste
behind me., I was brought to a rude awakeing when the rulerfound its merk over the
back of my hand. I felt terrible when I was sternly bidden to put my slate in ths
stove, Drawing was considered a waste of time by the teacher.

One other time I felt that I was unjustly punished in defence of my Dbrother
7111, Our teacher was Eliza inn Zarton. She gave 7ill a word to spell that was tc
f2ifficult for him. He couldn't spell it so he was sent to stand in the corner fo-
sunishment. I felt that she was being unfair, and I up with the remark-that "if
te couldn't spell the word, he couldn't, so why punish him?", What I got for
interfering was to go stand in the other corner.

I should mention that we went to school in the adobe meeting house on the
rublic square. One day some of us girls were going to have a 1ittle pnicknjc at
~sc¢ese, rFor my vart of the refreshments I took some johnny cake Trom home, L7y

trecat was discovered by Jane Hanks 2nd as soon as recess caiie she took it and
run. Che headed west, down the street by iunt 3arseh Jones place, and hid in a

“0le that was used to made adobes in.
I took after her, but when I zot to her hide-out, she had nart of the johnny
cake devoured. I nounced on her ani i i:xd her hair good, she paid me the same

<

comnliment, and the scrap was on. She got away from me 2nd ran back to the school
house, but I czught her there, in the yard. I grabbed her, threw her down and

sit st . 1 ha "anudjer the big bog heered pe.on. The
raddle of her. we soon had anoigi%gg%gé the s cheer %ane

teacher soon appeared and took us © gave u £00 lking to.
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, R “l{_Wei ?0 go out at nights until I was 16, The first dance I ever went to
atiaer and mother took l'ary .amn and I. Later on we went with brother 4ill. We danced in ths mseiv-
ing “louse. Je had good music in those days, T can tell you, with Jimmy Davenport on tue Violin,
rert Lamoreaux, Accordian anddave Lemmon on the Cutiar,

The mention of Dave Lemmon brings back a little incident that happened Ho Liary .mn once.
ave was an Indian boy raised in the home of 3ro. Lemmon of Perowan and Dixie. (Rockville) e
spent quite a bit of time in Paragonah with Iy 3tevens. On this occasion he had been away
rom tovm quite awhile and no one knew he was back.

It 7as a pleasant surmer evening, father and some men wers sititing out in the yard uniil
duske. Father wanted to do his chores so sent 'ary Ann to get the labtern. It ygs kept nan_ing
sbove the kitchen window. As she reaches for the labtern, she was nearly scared to dezta as
she came face to face withh the Indian. 3he screamed wnd a6 ran. rather and the men came runni
to find whet was the mattsr. They caucht the "peering Ton™ but he swore he ment no harm=-is
wanted to see what they were doing",

Tary aan end igot anotuner scare one night. It was our job to feed tue pig and we Lneu L.
siould of been done before 4dark. At the suprer table fatlher checked up on this chore dbut we
nadn't done it. is we took the feed and went, fesling our way in the dark, we heard somebhin:
coming tovard us. Je were scared, but our fears increased when we saw two eyes shinning in .
dark. That was too much, we ran screaming for the house as fast as our legs could carry us.

pon investigation father discovered the pig had gov out and was coming for its own SUPpPers
I always nelped with the outside chores as well as in the house. e always put the ?ay
and grain for the horses in the manger, so when father arrived home late from the field the
team could be easily carsd for.
For 2 or 4 summers we lived out to Little Creek on Stephen Barton's farm. This was a

mean whereubv father could get more feed for his cattle. We milked quite a few cows out there
to. On one occasion, 8 of them got bloated on green lucern but only one died, due to the

simple remedy--of putting a wooden gag in their mouths, putting salt in sacks on their ?fcks
and souring hot water over them. I was a real tomboy and loved to ride norses. lly favoriuves
—sere 01d Tiny, 01d Jim, Charles and Tobe. . )

T neloed shock the grain in the field and also worked on the stack at ?au%1n3¢ 3
w7as ucually Jomnie Topham that pitched the hundles from the wagon, to me on tgepiro%UWOL;};h
staclk, who would piteh them farther dack Tfor fa@her to place. It was plg SgO?.tfoithgzw-_d
ff guard and knock me over w}th a heavy‘bgndle. I a?l%g g;né sb ﬁbrg s
ilking cows. I grubbed brusn and burned it to clesar 1ae co.
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1itch, heat it on the stove then scrub on the board, all t
7hite ones, then suds them all, rinse and hang out to dry.

Our first washing machine was called a 'Busy Bee', a round wooden tub, with one 1§r“g\
roller and 2 small ones in the bottom which cleaned the clothes when a crank was turned to k.
them in motion. As time went on we had more improved methods, but still wash day was no picnic.

Neither was ironing, which was done with heavy stove irons heated on the stove. I will never
forget once, I had ironed all day long, even tho. I ha.gg adding to stand on, my feet gat so sore
and gaulded I could hardly staund it. IThe next thing I sbg’ ves sulfereing from sleepness. T
would drop off to sleep no mabtter where I was or what I was doing. I finally became so ill that
=y body sterted to swell up. Dre Clark was swmoned from Parovaen and my folks were told to pre-
pare for the worse. T don't remerber if he prescribed the sweat treatment or not but I certainly
~ot a dandy. Zllen Jatts and Aunt Eliza Barton helped iother give me the 'works'e I was very ill
and for 5 months I never took a step only by pushing a chair in front of me.

Father was & ood provider and mother was 2 good manager. Je always had plenty of meab, poia-
toes, flour, butter, eggs, and milk, dried apples and plumbs to eat,

The older ;irls, Yary Amn and Jane used ‘o go off to work quite a bit but I never did. I 73
ured mother always had too much for me to do ab home. T guess I didn't like to go either, because
I~ remembg;‘,_;pggling like a good one once waen ilary ann got sick while working for Hulda Lamorsaux
and motherpnie Zo take hsr nlace.

I never cared too ruch about the boys, Oh a fer of them paid me a little attention but I -
21 years old when I had the first date with the man I later married. It was on the 24th of Jul:
1890. John Barton, son of John Samuel and Eliza (hinge J@Barton, had borrowed, 01ld Jim, fathers
horse to participetein the horse racing out nea‘bﬁn@ T3k, T was with a bunch of girls who had
-ralked out to see the sport., Then I got home father and llother were dowm Vo Grandma Williamson's
V]._Si'tingo
Yoy n Soon John came to bring the horse home, we were talking and he asked to take me to the
Irgee-that nicht. I said I couldn't promise without father's permission. When they came John aske
im anda he gave their consent.

Te went together quite steady from then on and were married 24 July, I890,one year later
at fathers home by Bp. Stephen S. Barton. As was the custom we prepared a big wedding feed and
sver 80 relatives and friends were served at tables arranged out under the trees west of the hour
o the night of the 25th we entertained at a wedding dance in +the meeting house. A large crowd ol
attended altho. they had danced both nights previous.

Te lived the remainder of that summer at home where I cooked for the men vwho were putting
up the hay and doing other farm work, while the rest of the family were at the'Ranch in the east
nountains.

John went over to 3ear Valley to work for the Tovham boys. Whnen my folks moved back to =
torm and we lived with this folks, down on main §treet for £ months.

As soon as Joan could, he and his father built us a log house on his own lot which was
one block east and 2 south of my folks place. The furnishings for our new home were very simnle
indeed. John had sheared sheed for Zd Owens and earned a little money, so on a trip to Richfiel”
7d bought a2 bedstead and 3 chairs for us. lMother gave me 2 $ick which T filled with clean, new
gtraw for the bed. T 1ad only 3 quilts, which was my own fault as mother tried to get me to
piece more, helieve me T did vefore another winter. John made our table which served the pur-
nose well.

Tn due time the children started coming to bless our humble home. I will list them in

their order and vwho they married;
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have never had very nuch monegy to l=v but we have always tried to w
that they were fed and clotaed and % ©o do rigat and. live tue Golden Rule.
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Like every one else we have exverisnces both of joy and sorrow with our Tamily. we wé.

R o . N , g

was 10 years olde we took her to Cedar o
but she died of rupirusd appendix. Then

5

called upon to part witn ilattie, our eldest waen she
the hospital and the Or's <id all they could for her
Zlmer took appendilices wien he was T2 years old. Je got Dr. lic Farlane from Cedar and Dr. King
from Parowan tiaey operated here at home in an effort to save his life but to no avail.

tz was the next to be taken by death., When her 2nd daughter was dporn she took 3rigats
Disease and died 27, Dec. 1927 I then took ner oldest daughter audrey and raised he§ asnmy pwn,
she married Fred Jdatch and nas 4 children. Clarence kept Opal, Crandmotier Zest caring for ner,
until the fatier married again. ] '

Yext, wallace was taken from us at the age of 27, =lso of 2rigivts Disease. le went o .
Panguitch to work for Uncle il Barton driving mail. e contracted typnoid fever and was very ili.
T went over to Jlatch town to care for him when able ne went to Salt Lake to work. Ie the call_
came for his induction into the army for Forld Jar I he was really not well 9nough t0 g0, butb n54
2id his duty. Upon his release from the zarmy he went direct ?O‘Calif. u?erg he secured emplo;)rme“’u
>ut he became so sick and died 28, Liay I929 and was brought home for ourlal: o .

srnold died next in Calif I4, april I95I of a heart ailment. To date just half of our lo
.hildren have passed to the great beyond with their Father to watcl over them and me here. _

i after the older boys were established in Calif I was taken sick with acute rheumatism. 1
guffered so much pain and misery with this, that the boys sent money for their father and 1 to
come to Long 3each to see if the climate and bathing in the ocean water would improve my health.
it first it took 4 men to carry me into the water, my body was swollen stiff and sore, but eventi-
ually I could go in alone I was as much improved,

The boys wanted us to make our home in Calif with them so we did for 3 years. But John's «
eyes got so bad ne wanted to come back to Paragonah. Our sons Wallace and arnold and John decide.
it was high time we had a better home so they came up, moved the old log nouse right away and
built a nice new stucco house with 4 rooms and a batia., 3ubt before we arrived (randma 3arbon
had moved right in ard taken over. She w

was old and quite a task to care for, bubt she was Joan's
mother and I was willing to do my best in making her last days as comfortdble as Possiblece.

I weight on her =nd gave her, her own way in everytiuing, only once do I ever remember
disagreeing wita her in the lsast. Thal was when one of Ariana's babies was born. Sue phoned Lor
ne to_gome to Pa?guitch as she needed me badly to teke care of her little children. I told naer
1 woulg come if I had =z
waile I got ready.

I didn't deliberatley go off and neglect grandma. I nad previously acquanited boti of her
daughters wit: the situation, and asked that they come =znd take care of aer for a couple of weel.
Sut they wmade all kinds of excuses. I felt that my own danghver came lirst on tails oce
7aen 1 left MNine came for a few days then they got Annie .Jilliamson to stay the rest o

Grandaz passed avay I3, ov.e 1932, at the age of 9.

I had 3 other sons serve in the wars. Arnold and
wraxr II-

chence, so she sent Scott Jorthen to bring me over he waited 30 minutes

asion, S0 —
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wallace in world war I and Don in world

Joan and I celebrated our Golden Jediing amnivervary July 2%, I940 witi a nice time with
our family and Zfriends all celedbrating witi us.

We snared a good Lif'e together until he was takern Irom me June 15, I2
sick about 5 days. since that time T
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