PICNEER STORY
Dorthea Jensen Bayles. Handcart Veteran

Dorthea Jeunsen Bayles, daughter of Peder and Kirstep Weavef Jensen,
was born January 24, 1842 on the Island of Lolland, Demmark. *

When a few weeks old she was sprinkled and christened by Christian
Louis Golskuct, a lutherian piiest.

Her hché was in a wooded disifiét very near the sea., Here she spent.
a happy childhocod playing in theﬁ?ﬁods; gathering beauvtiful wild flowers
which'grew in profusion, luscioug-berrieé, and nuts of several varieties
which were storsd for long wintef evanings.

When the) tide was out she uéed'ﬁp'dig bait from the sandy beach for
her fatheris {ish hooks, The hooké wefe set with a float at evening, and
were drawn in, in the morning with their load of fish. It was the duty
of little Dorthea to s&1T the gurplus supply of fish to the neighbors,
usﬁ&ily,rebeiving about two centf;er poﬁnda

It was the childish delight of the little girl to watch the ships
go by. 0ccasioﬁa11y a steamship on the way to Copenhagen would go puf-
fing by, truly a marvel at that time of history.

At the age of seven she commenced school which was always taught by
the priest. As was customary, she attended every other day. During her
gpare time shae acted as nursemaid to the small children of the neighbors.

Dorthea's father farmed in the primitive way. Her mother was an
excellent housewife, and aside from her regular household duties, she
raiged flax and prepared it for the loom. From it she made all of the
household linen and underwear for herself and family. She was of a reli-
gious turn of mind and loved to read, especially in the scripiures.

The mother and older sister, Kirsten, joined the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saihﬁs in 185h4. Dorthea and her father were bap-

tized April 12, 1896 by Jens Jensen.
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A% the age of thirteen, Dorthezs was taksn from school because of
religicus persecutions, this being a year eariier than the lawful age
at which childran could be itaken from school and placed in service.

She remained at home one year, and in 1856, when she was fourieen, her
father and mother and two 1itile brothers, Hans and Hens, left for
America. Dorthez was placed in ssrvice with Christian Broulerson with
the nnderstanding that she was to emigrate with him and his family the
following year.

Sometime in March, 1857, she. in company with her loder sister Kirsten
and brother John, left her old home and went to Copenhagen. Here they
remained for thres weeks awalting the érrival of other saints to take
passage from Copenhagen to England. Once they had arrived ia England,
they took the trainm to Liverpoel, z2nd from there they embarked on ths
sailship, "West Moreland®, for the New World. After a rough voyage of
five weeks and four days they arrived at Philadeiphia, May 31, 1857.

They remained ouly a short time in Philadelphia, then left for Iowa
City, arriving June 9. Here they were provided with handcarts, and afthr
traveling for three weeks they arrived at Council Bluffs the latter part
of June. Here the three children met their father and little brother Hans.
The mother and brother Jens had died the ﬂﬂlbprevious at Saint Louis, |
Cholera had attacked them and many others of the immigrants company whieh
had pushed its way northward from New Orleans to St. Louis. Ignorance of
the cause or cure of disease and poor living gonditions made it possible
for this dred disease to gain a foothold, among them, which resulted
fatally in nearly every casa., To make matters worse, designing men came
among the grief-stricken, cffering to give their dsad a good burial if

the bodies ware turned over to them. Little realizing what they diqg,



igporant and trusting, they did as they were asked, and loved oneg whose
syes were closed in death were given i¢ unscrupulous men who probably

sold the bodies to surgical clinics for research work. This information
concerning the death of mother and brother came as a shock at this time,
for they had had ao work concerning them since their arrival in America.

They left Council Bluffs July 2, in Christian Christianson’s hand~
cart company. Niels Rasmussen, later of Parowan, was their capiain with
ten handecaris in his chargs.

Thus began that memorable Journey across the great plaimns. They fol-
lowed their predecessors of the year before by the graves which marked the
roadside,

Tittle brother Hang was not well when they left Council Bluffs, On
the 9th day out he died of typhoid fever and another grave was placed by
the trail. The father and older sister became ill, and it fell to Dorthea
and brother John 1o pull the handcart alons. The strain was to greatv for
the little girl, and bout half way along the journey she sickendd and her
1life was despaired of. So very sick was she, that kind friemnds would open
the tent ¥lap st short imtervals with the inguiry, "Is she dead yei?® Her
life was spared, but she was unable tc pull the handcart more, and was al~
lowed to ride in one of the wagons provided to haul the equipment .

During this time, a great many died,_‘When the company halted for
night and they would sing, "Come, Coms Ye Saints", the living would envy
the dead because of the hardships and tfials they were suffering. Each
norning there were new graves to dig and Services for the ones who had
parted this life during the night.

The company arrived im Salt lake City, Septémber 9, 1857. Here the
Jensen family remained one month, During‘this time the older sister,

Kirsten, married Jens Nielson, a handcart veteran of 1856,
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She is the mother of eighit children, five of whom are living. She
labored diligently and uncomplainingly as long as she was able,

She has received her second anuncintings, the greatest blessing be-
gtowed on mortals here below,

She is naturally meek, kind, patient and charitable, as all who know
her will testify. She has been ever faithful io duty. Her simple phili-
Jsophy ceveals a love of her fslliow men and a great faith and hope in the
ylorious principles of ithe Gospel. Hsr hardships have tended to mellow
srwl swerben her declining years. Her light is 25 a becon to her numer-

SIS pof Leriiy.

Al.chough very feble and in poor health, she is now nearing her 8%9th
birthae;. Up until the iime when her health and eyesight failed her about
a year «g0, she was able (o care for herself, She still resides ai the
homs which her husband b:ilt sone sixty years ago.

3he died October 15. 1231, at the age of 89 years 9 mcnths and 2 days.

Written by her daughter, Mary L. Orton

Parowan, Utah



