Perscnzl History of Alvin Benson znd His wife Eligzabeth Ellen Orion

Alvin Fenson was born in Parowsn Iron Co. Uish Mov. 17, 1859,

n was born in Farowan Utalh 6th of Aug. 1862.

and Phebe Forrester Renson., Blizabeth’s
oo Holmes Oricn.

Lown they lived only & few blocks from esch
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They te:l numerous stories of when Alivn was a 1little boy he did not

”

< nis smgicus mother thought he should eat them to make him shrong
sy big, tudh his excuse was, 2Tt hurts my nack o swellow them.™ To this day e
laims it still nurds his back to suslliow them.
Another time he was very much insulied wnen his mother tried i¢ make hi
t Ty
=gr some good warm panbs siae made, hs thought they wsre too giriish and sneaked

Alivn was in the caurch onz
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mem off. They lived c¢losz te the log churci

~av when an old Indisn orisoner peeked througgh the chinking at him and sald Frogh,
w Ea r 7

iy frighteoned hir so he ran home to his mobher. Anovher time when he was playing

~y the ehvreh he sav iWo gguaswe, as he peakcd round the corner, running home ae

Just sboul

hieg acther "I Just abovt saw some Indisns,” reaning the squaws

Alivre outstanding school teachsr was John Ed. Dalley. He had a desire o
sttend the B.Y.U. at Provo but his father thought he couldn't afford it, although
s was deprived of this desire, she did not give up bul studied and educated ininm

17 along meny lines, teaching him self to type write fairly good, when quite olde

Alvin was always fond of horses, when young he used to ride and brake bronco

r3es &s a busipess., He was always very «ind and thoughtful of his own team. zlways

ceeing that they were cared far and fed before he rimself would eab. He used to

o

peam. He nad experience with raising and herding cattle also running sheep.

Hiz civie and church offices were: In 189l he was elected Sheriff, ther sgain
1) g

og with an ox iear, Later he hauled lumber from Yne wountains with a mmle anc horse



4> was a fierce vierer , an office held to keep cattle out of fields and lots.
§; 1897 Alvin was called on a mission to California. On returning home he was
eiected mayor of Parowan City in 1899. He was also put in president of the
Young Mens Mutual Improvemént Assn., with Charles Adams and William Gurr Jr.

a3 gounselors. In 1927 he was appointed Dep. Sheriff of Iron Co in Parowan

precinet, holding this office for five years. He was Justice of the Peace for
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sveral years, was twice elected rejistor, was supervisor of County Reads and
z1lector of poll tax. He was Balif of Court for many years.

At the age of twenty Alvin becams interested in Elizabeih Orton, their first
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L2 was 8 buggy ride. A few months later she was to be queen of the May, on May
1% 1879, Alvin evidently decided she was also his gueen and asked her to marry
nim, They were engaged about two years and were married in St. George Temple on
15%th November 1881.

Joys and sorrows have come to their lives. Many sacrifices they have made
t3 serve God and their loved ones.

It took great faith and courage to serve God at the time Alvin left for his
mission as Elizsbeths health was very poor, but they put their trust in God ans-
waring this call of duty to nis chureh and all care cut trusphuant. In a few
ronths their son Clifford was born and Elizesbeth's life was saved by the faith
21d prayers of the faithful people of Parowan and the Elders in the mission field
%12 joined with Alvin in asking for this blescinge.

Elizabeth was born in 2 house standing about where Jess Guymons home now
s.ande, being a one room log house. JShe started to school when about five years
oid ir & log rcor which stood north of the Cou-ty Courthouse., Her first teach-
er was her grandfather Josiah Holmes. She attended his school at intervals from
1867 to about 1872, after which she attended the school taught by Charles Adams,
in the East school house located on the south east corner of the present school
bloek for one term. St next asttended a school taught by Mary Jane West for one

term this school was held in her homs.

The resson that she couldn't attend school all the tiwme was that she was

iowenoer of & sarge family and Lhey had Lo pay tultion and their parents were




«Bre ungole to keep all the wmembers in school at once. She next atiended a
school taught by Ann Gunn in a room that joined her home located close to

the tithing offiee bullding. | She next went to school in the basernent of the old
rock meeting house, her teachers were Harriet Ann Richard, Mary Adams Ollerton,
Yuldah and Dena Dalton and Joseph Fish. Her last tescher was John Fd Dalley whe
tgught in what was known as the Esst School Bouse. Her schooling extended over

2 perind of about eighteen years with only & term on two each year.

Wnen Elizabeth wag about five or six years.old she was playing in the strest
in & diteh near her home, it being a warm day she became sleepy and went to sleep
on the bank of the ditch. A man by the name of Edward Dalton was driving several
horses hitched to a seperator of a thrashing machine, he happened t¢ look up in
time to see her hair waving in the wind and stopped the horses before they trem-
pled her to death. When a young lady with her giri friends she would go carol-
ing st Christmas time and at Valentine time they would make their own valentines
and c¢srry matches on candles for light to read the names. They composed and pres-
ented plays to their parents.

Both Alivn and Elizsbeth were members of the Parowan Dramatie Co., taking
paris in many plays. Elizabeth playing leacding lady in'such as %The Rose ¥
in "The Rose of Ettric Vale.™ "Barbara Hair®, in Eaet Lynn" and "hugelire® in
“Valaet De Sham.® They both played in many plays after they were married.

To this uniou ten children were born, three dying in infancency and one,

Rcenz died with flu at the age of eightsen years in 1918. Their children's names
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were :

Alvin Alexander Rorn 2hith Aug. 1882
Madora Deen Born 25th March 1884
Lichamd Yeber Born 1st April 1886
Flosaie Forrester Born 6th July 1687
Phebe Jame Born Sth Feb. 1892
(1lif7ord Homes Born 13th Oct. 1897
Roena Born Tth Nov. 1900

Twins Mary and Mabel Born 1st July 1902



ficberta . Born lhith July 1903

In addition to their own family they have cared for several of Alvins brothers
ohildren who lost their mother, They have been friends to many lonely youths who
nave come Lo their home., A friend making the comment that they "operated a frze
nome for the friendless wonderers.” It can be said of Elizabeth that she never
turned anyone away from her door that was hungry. An cutstanding thing in the
1ife of Elizabeth is that with in 2 period of iwo years and nine months she be-
~ame the mother of four little girls. Foena was one year and nine months old uhen
she bore twin girls. Mary and Mabel who died with in & day or so. Then in a year
from the time the twins were born her last child Roberta was born. During that
period after Rosna was born, until Roberta was born she took care of Alivns bro-
thers baby for six months, besides having and loosing twins with in that period
of two years and nine months.

Shall we stop and marvil at such motherhood, which bears the pain, that spirits
may thelr bodies gain, such unselfish love and sacrifice, that first began in pars-
dice., All hail to mothers, queens they are, In God‘s vast kingdom their nome so
fair. Alvin and Elizszbsth did not stop caring for children when their last child
was born, eountless are the deeds they have done for their grandchildren. After
their own family was raised and married they had the care of a litile gramndchild
Cordon Ramsey for four winters before he was old enough to go to school. A4 little
fellow by the name of Marry Carlson they gave a home for several months, even teachi:
tim to talk, bringing “4im from California because his mother had to work and the lag:
that had been tending him was unable to czre for him longer; so kind hearted Alvin ar
Elizabeth offered him a home until his mother was aboe to take care of him.

A few years later they took another little boy in their home, (Buddy) or John
Albert Montgomery and had him three years being reluctant to give him up then; but
they were getting along in years and it was wise to do so, Harrys and Buddjs people
were total strengers to them up to the time they took their boys in their home.

Harry may have been two young to remember much sout them, but Gordon and Budgdy
will never forget their kihdness, Buddy to this day has a visit every summer with
shem

nem, 8ad is Toath to leave when the visit is ended. Their memory will alwavs be a
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shrine to him, ever burning in his heart, for he loves them most sincerely. As for
rordon they are more than grandparents to him for Alvin is the only father he has
wver known. Their lighted candles are set so firmly upon his 1ife that they will
v2r be shining through his soul as rays of hope and love, and their peaceful inf-
rence aznd guidanca will ever be 3 help to him throughout his life.

Blizsbeth has done & great service in Relief Society. As a young girl she
:8 a Derconest do the zociety and a member since she was ninteen yesrs of sge.

i.e was g visiting teacher for over foriy years; worked on a banquet committee
‘rom the time she was married until she was sixty five years o0ld, alwsys being willing
to work and serve and furnish moras than her share when called upon to furnish.

She joined the M.I.A, when it was first organized. In her later 1ife she's
been & faithful member.up until shs was seveniy eight, when i1l health prevented
o from attending. Nor has she negelectad her Sunday School, it has been her pride
5 go with her femily 811 her life and take part in many ways.

On November 16, 1931, Alvin and Elizabeth celebrated their golden wedding
cirdversary with more than one hundred relatives and friends joining in the social,
shiich was held in the Parowan Relief and banquet rooms of the Recreation hall. Alvin
=11d tribute in sueh a charming way to Elizabeth of his greatful appreciation of her
ove and devotion, saying that she was the "One girl, the only girl,"” and Elizabeth
ith & wingsoma smile of "Thank You'" acknowledge the itribute.

The program on this occassion commenced with a =olo by their cldest daughter
Osan; who sang "A darling Old Couple” prayer was offered by Bishop Clayton Mitchell
and then Flossie their second daughter read s tribute to her parents in the form of
‘. peom composed by her. Five litile grandsons Bobble and Doyle Rowley, Carlyle and
Tanneth Mitchell and Gordon Ramsey sang, "I Dreamed That I was Grandpapa"™ another
iaughter Roberta gave an account of her parents romance and the misses Maytha and
Aicena Mitchell played s plano duet, Bishop Mitchell talked briefly, little Clara Dale
Rowley youngest of the granddaughters did a recitation. Carlyle Mitchell played s har-
monica number. R.H, Benson oldest brother of Alvin talked a short tiwme. VA group of
granddeughtersmng and L.J. Adams sang two songs.

An elaborate lunch was werved with delicious wedding cake as the final serving.




iim. H. Lymen was called to szy grace. Following the lunch dancing was indulged in
-lvin and Zlizsbeih were among the dancers and were very active and spry. Werthy
spesiasl pention was that Alvin kept pace with two younger by thirty years are

v dn 2 step dence which required rather intricate steps, never giving up until
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In 1926 Alvin and Elizabeth tock their first resl trip together, it might be
:3lled & beizted "Honey moon," for ever since Alvin had fulfilled his mission to

-

Salifornia he mecde a decision than that some day he would take Elizabeih to =zeme the

W

Sunny 3tste. They spent several months there enjoying the beautiful winter cliimate,
»scaping the ¢old and snow of Utahs winters. It was on this trip that they ran across
{ittle Harry previously mentioned. They visited many plzces of interest and really
wiioyved bhemselves.

& few vears later they purchased a small but convenient car and took trips Lo
i-vider Dam, Zion National Park, Bryce Canyon Cecar Breaks National Vonument, Szli
:k2 City, Yellow Stone Park ancd many other places of interest.

They visited many times with their daughier Flessie in Pingham Canyon Utahy
tzeir sen Clifford in Tdaho, son Allie and daughter Dean in California. One out
standing trip being to California to the Rose Parade in Pasadens, at this time all the
:nildren wers there excepting Clifford. It was strange that the whole family were
aever together in their lives until in March 1938 when they all gsthered home at oncs

when Alvin was very 1ll. The reason that they had vever all been together at one
1ime, was that the oldest daughter had married and moved away before the youngest
child wss born, and they never all gathered home, at the same time, until then.

Wher Alvin went on his mission in 1897 he was set apart on 7th of April by
. cther J. Golden Kimball as spokesman assisted by brothers C.B, Young and J.H., Smith

1 the arnex ¢f the Salt Lake Temple. He recieved instructions from brothers F.M,
~mon and Heber J. Grant, he was told to travel with out purse or script. Thay were
7. lzst missionaries to travel that way.

In the year 1927 Alvin served as messenger in the Utah State Legislator, after
he had been there sbout one week Elizabeth joined him in Salt Lake City living there

siL Bhs hecn wss ovir, taking meny trips o poinds of Interest with the legl
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But today were here to honor
You, our queenly Mother dear

For the million things you’ve glven

Us, throughout our lives each year.

On Mey 21st 19h1, death closed the earthly career of Elizabeth after a lingering
illness of about two years. Constant vigil was kept by &1l her children during the
“ast three wesks of her life. She knew her time to depart this 1life was soon to come and
<iid 81l she could to lighten arrangements as 1o her funeral, stating whom she wished to
ray, 8ing and speak, her mind was extremly keen and alert to the last breath. It was
~sr wish to go to rest.

Tribute wzs paid her for ths service she rendered to gthers in time of sicliness, he
ioyalty to her church in paying her tithing and offerings, her grest knowledge of script-
ures and church nhistory.

Alvins health is very poor, in fact he was so 111 when Elizsbeth passed away that
he was unable to attend her funeral. It may be but a short time before he is called Yo
join her. I feel that they have kept the faith, and fought a good fight. Elizabeth has
finished her course as Paul said "henceforth there is laid up for her a2 crown of rightec
ness which the Lord, the righteous judge shall give her."” Likewise Alvin when he passe:
heyond the veil. Many friends will say in parting. "They have eased some aching hsad, <
.ied some bitter tears.”

We children of this splendid couple cen say when they both depart this 1life ? canr

:#e ther, but they are with us still."

Parents like ours are more than a memory, they'll always be a living presence.

Written by Flosgie B, Ramsey.

(Daughter)




