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History of FPhebe Forster Benson 4%31
Utah Pioneer of 18850 ifqu?ﬁnk
. .;u,;s . *é;f*:o
Written by her Granddaughter, Wrs. Weta lalton ",

o
. O
¥or Camp Elizabeth, Fearowan, Utah e s

Phebe f;Eeter Benson, my Grandmother, was born in
Grofrigs, Staolton, @hmberland, gkgland, in the Uorlile
Branch, August 25, 1820, daughter of Joseph and Eliz-
abeth Forster. | |

Her father and mother dieﬁ vh ile she was a young girl,
she and her sister Ann, started themselves in business of
dressmaking, and miliﬁery as means of support.

In 1840 Richard Benson was sent to this part of England
to preach the Gospel.  She and her sister became interested
and in 1841 she was baptf{zed by grandfather, richard A, Ben-
son. Tpeir acquaintance ripened into love and they were mar-
ried 15 a little ochureh in ¥ngland, in June, 1844, the
30 dsy. oon after their marriange they set sail for America.

On arriving in New York they learned of the death of
the Prophet Joseph Smith and they went to Nauvoo, where
they Saints were at this time, while they lived in Nauvoo
they had a2 baby boy who only lived & month. Grandfet her
helped work on the Temple while they were there. From here
they moved to St. Louis. ue they had another baby bov
ahd lost him, fhen ﬁhgy went to Alton, Illinois, and this is
where Uncle Heber Benson was born, Julv 17, 1849, then thev
oame on to Salt Lake in 1850 and in Lecember of the same
year they were called to come down and help settle Iron (ou-
nty. Grendfather ¢aﬁe here with the first company, but left

hies wife and baby on account of westher conditions at this time.
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of the year but went back in ¥y and brought them.

When they were back in the states thev took one of the
8ix children whose narents both died of Cholera the same day.
ner name wes Elizadeth Parker; mother of Hélvln and pParker
ward. OShe bocame the stepdaughter of Grandmother and lived
~with them until she rarriea Edﬁa:d ward. Grandmother and the fam-
ily always thought a lot of her and shs of them.

Grandmother was a mother of many, she gave a home to
several girls in those davs.' She did lots of sewing and hat
making. $he alwavs needéd some one to help with her work and
she raised an Indian girl. She traded a faney quilt for her.

They n ﬂ}”ﬂber Sarah. She lived with Grandmother until she

married & mpn by the name of Harris. 8he was a faithful ser-

vant and they ail loved her. $he would fight for the ochildren
if needs be.

Gréndmother woudd never lent any of them mistrest her,
she helped with outside chores as well as 1n81§e. Grand-
mother never let her mix the bread, but she always baked it.

Crandrmother and her sisters dié¢ sewing for the dead in
St. Louis so being handy with sewing and having & meshine
a thing very searge in those days, she took charge of all
the sewing fér the dead and prepafing bodies for buriel.

She di1d4 this work &1l her life and her daughters,(ﬁpnt Madora
and Libbie fadlowed her in this Noble calling doing it all
their life also. Grandmother téck‘up her girlhood trade as
dressmaking and milliner. A book could be written on the work
éhe did in this corunity elong this line. in those days (Farly)
her Roving service was extended to &ll who needed it.

She went into 81l the homaa and oared for the sick and lay 8-

way the dead. In thia nobdle calling she never tired."




idmother f r n |

was belping
Q v!‘jqu‘two months
: £ort ed all the materiel to
%t was mage;gi;'byihéné; There were nct any ‘
: maohihos.iﬁ tﬁe town tﬁen.
Giandmother and her sister, Ann f&rsterg,who Grandfather

also baptized were the only ones 6! her family who came to

this country. Her sister steyed in >t. Louls and grandrot her

want to see her when the World's Fair was in tt. Louls,

Orandfatber was in salt Lake on business in 1866 when

my father four yvears 0ld, and while he was there

he was oalled to go to éngland‘on e Mission. He wrote to

tell grandmothsr about it, und to say he thought he hacd detter

g0 without coring home, <The family huve the leiter

Grandfathor woote to him at this time, which shows her noble
character. géhe tells hi7 she thinks it vwould b2 best for

hirm to go from there, as in those duys 1t was qﬁite-a trip

to s8lt Leke Qity and she shays in her leifer for :i= not to worry
~about them. égey would be blsSsed by sacrifioiné and thanks

him that thev have plenty and that she is proud of him being

worthy to £1ll 5 mission, and says some of the children felt

badlv to think of him no % coming home 2and says that he will

have to write to them =nd¢ console them.

Crafidrother Phebe Forster sensen served manv years as

First president of the relief Society, &and then when the




next president, EZmma Smith moved away, she went back in ang
took this rosition again for a while.

S0 many time we wait until it is to late to thew the
flowers, but before Grandmother passed on, this community
honored her with a celebration to show their appreociat ion
for her life's service. _

She died June 25th, 1904. nad she lived until Aigust

25th, she would have been elghty-four years of age.



