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Sareh M, Chaffin was born, June 2, 1815, in Mercsr.

&. She died August 2, 1891, si Cedar City,

iah . Sho owae of the oid Anglo Saxon Race. FHer fatnev,
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ceditus Cosgett, wos a doctor and she often went

7ok hiw to help with the sick durdng her youth. This

ienca proved Lo he of unteold walue Yo her later in
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Lode.  Segresbhts fathsr read the Blble a great ceal and

. 9

5is children read it. She said she rdad it through
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= before she was fifteem years old. Thig eap-
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> helped her @ great deal spiritusllv. Che was
ihe snly ore of her imwediate family to Join the Church

oy Jesue Shriest of Latter Day Saints. Her father

ey the ernly other of the Cossett family to join,
Sgreh merried, first, William Martmer Msriield, by

vhom she ed one son, William Oscar. This husband was

i+ the msrcentile business and when he died his partner,
¥r. Gouvvner, pub everything up at auction, sven her bebyiz
ciotaes, leaving her slmosi penniless. She was so gre

=

23 ovey her hesband's death that she did not realize

what he wes doing until he was gon. She taught a latin
gramzer ¢leas in 2 high school in the forenoon and work-

a gesmetress for a teylor in the afternoon to sup-
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pert nerself and child. She was a wife, a mother and a
vidor befores sghe was twenty.
She married Louis Rice Chaffin, December 3, 1837,
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snnidrern were bova in this uenlon, Phey rae




ved their encowmenis in the Nauvoo Templs. Four of the

were born while they lived in La Harp, whers ihey

bouh had sedbtled befors their marriage.
Yaney, Sister Cheffin's sunt who had joined the Churern,
ten 1lived in LeHarp when Chaffine did. Her husband, Georgs

fonliedin wes Precident of the Branch there, At & time when

2 ware wosh dangerous bs was stricken i1il. Thay

vore neing a shed for a kitchen snd Serszh went out al night

te nrepave something for him to eat while an stteci -

Tha meh kepb bullets "flying at her thick as halll. an old
3 ¥ T hea
rehosyet said, "Power and lead will never kill her for I ha

good shots at her and missed her."
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Saints frem the swmell setilements were called into
Kauvoo o protect themsslves from the mobs. Fhile thers

g

ome of the mob came to Sistver Chaifin at pight ans ssid, %X
think zo much of you and Hr“ Chiffin, if you will l&y youx
hend cn the Bible I will ,ell you something that will szsre

iiwae.% She laigd her hsnd on the Bible. The man told

ker thev were coming phat might to clear Nauvoe of the “Mor-

weng ¥ Brother Chaffin was oh guard that nigﬁt until twelve.
When he came home he saw she vas frightened and asked her
the czuse. She thougnt to ﬁeréelf’that a membay of the mob
had e right to aduwinister én& oathy 80 she repea%eé what
=e hod said. He gave the wﬁfﬁing, ‘The Saints got ready
anc held the mob off. Sors trials were the lot of all the
eaints there that winter, Ser&h‘waé often forced to stand
over ccals all night in order to keep from freezing as thay
%id 2ot have sufiicient bedding and dared not keep fires
biazlng in their hearthes.
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Louls whers Brotheyr Chaffin's brothers helped them tc get
a good muifit to come to Ubsh after they had offered him
avery finzncisal inducement to give up his Church and found

£ 1,

e he of no avail., The wife had a nice carriage and
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norses which she drove form the Missourl when they cems e

Sals Lake City in 1852, She slways carefully chained ihe
eavryriars each night and one worning forgct to unlock tas
chain. Her dog, Carly, fr&bb=d the reins then went %0 rai-
tle the chaln, jJust 28 ihe horées were ready to start, thus
savimg thair livsa,

pe teghed the Taith of the Chaffins sven
sfier arriving in Zicn. xhav settl@d first in Sals flake ity
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where tha remsinder of the ir ehi d?em were bormi. ‘Wha
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wag gn infaat her mother left Taurs

v: bhe'yr wag covered with ! licd and Lavrs had fainted.

ww ol fallen and cub Laurs’s head. ISister Chaffin thresdsd

4 the night zad would not skeéept any pay.

% one time Henyy wes oud hunding catile when a sacw
storm came up. He gobt lost. He tied his horse 40 2 itree,
put his szaddie blankets cver %im ang fell asieap.
The rcther and her son Darwin were setting up waiting for
flonzy So cowme home, Wnen he did nol return scom after nignt.
£eil she told Dorwinm %o gebd on the fence and sell Henpy zs
cufly sg hs could. He did so. The sound wss walted io

Henry and he woke up. It bad pult snowing, the moon shone



brightly., and he lmew which direetion to go. He rezched
nope afber midnight,

In 1856, the Father wes called %o fullfill 2 mission
in Augtrailie. A short time before he ieft he loaned &
Erother Hollingshead five dollars telling him to give it
te kis family if he ssw them in need. Brother Hollingse
head later went 16 Sarsh aznd told her he would et her
nave tweniy-five pounds of flour and to send Ceorge for
it before dayiight. When the boy reached home hig precicus
burden was halif gone slihough he h&d_?un gome of the wWay.
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Ar gged man followed him anﬂ sa¢c, *If I had & pint o
7 would give it to you for = pknt of flour.® She gave him
flour. When the Waré Téachers called they
2old Sisbsy Chaffin that heiﬂnaabapd had 1eft encugh Jlour
Zor her famlly and if she gavé it away and his childrern weni
baagry she would be held regponsible. She gave it awny,
4922k the children up the canyon and lived on sarvis berrics.
The third of Deesmber 1861, the children were first
sapabated. The parents snd {bree of the children wegbh to
5%, George to sebttle with a group of pioneers. Av that tims
this several days journey from the ﬁcrthern part of the state,
g0 Pheyre was 2 sad parting. Two of the femily were hastily
narried; end remained in Price. The party that came south
gamped in tents and wagonz the remainder of the winter. Thsy
made circles of rgbbit brush for meetings and recreation.
The children 231 ahd a glorious ¢ime and iearned to lowe cash
other desrly. In the spring the settlers left the camp for
Wi Lihy 10Ut

Bater the Chaffins moved to Cedar City. Sister Chaffin



tanghy, a primary school there for many years, while her husband

ven the first grist mill there.
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iey Bible was always dear to her. Just before shs died

she said, "Give we my Bible.? CLaura said,"You can not handle

i%,* She replied, "Lay it on the bed, I can lean over and

r2gd it." She came to her son George aftér her death and szid

%

"I will come for you at three o'clock in the morning.” When ko

i, Shrse o’clock was the time he passed.
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