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uerS Rlce Gh&ffin was born Dedember 3, 1806 &t Prince-
ton, Mass. and- died harch 5 1891 at Cedar bltv  Ftahl He
was the sdn of eonard and Elizabeth Rlce Cnaffin.v

He settied earlv.at la Earp, T1l. The twon waéaha%eé,
Franklin wﬁén he weﬁglthéfe but anothrer town in the éfétev'
claired priéritvrto ﬁhé namwe it was necéssérv to éhéngékit

The name:LaEarp was suggested bv Tewis and adopteded bv tk
town. Ee was one of tne first merchants there, therflrst
pbsf aster and the; irs justics @f Peace. FHe é?owééf
push énd energyv while trere.

ON Becembar 3, 1837 o rarried “rs. “arah LI Cossett.
Navfield,rthé daughfé%lof ®pophroditus and Lauras ull Fos-‘
sebt, and the widow of Williar o. vavfieBd. She kad one
'son, William Oscar Mavfiele, whom Yy, Choffin aiopétd.A

nd courageous.

I

Tie her husrtand she was strong nerved

She proved 2 loving rother and devoted wife thoughout the

Ey

fofty three Veérs'tVevlifed togefh“r. Thev joined ‘, ) .
the 5Formon" Jurch soon after its org?nﬂzatlon Pne re;;iﬁed true
and falthihl uO tne gospel tne rerainder of his lifes ';;‘

He was & fairlv wealtnv man in Ta Ha"p. he owned“flve

eltv lots a good howe, a farm and a grist will.' He hired

a FlllS; to grlnd iq th day time and he went nighta to

grlnd fLour ;or the “NormOns"k _One nlght a mob camerbo




~He ”“plied “Le+ me grin ?mV'own

tolla"‘ Tnev answereé “Vou have a dammed lot & grind "'
Cbut Uiev*leftﬁhim;

 Laﬁe;fali?th§~saints ﬁere called into N“uvoo so they
coulé pfotedtﬁﬁﬁéﬁéélvés from t he mobs. Thev left»all,
thev had éxéeﬁtfbeﬁding and clothing at Ta Harp. *¥r. Chaf-
fin took his turn guarding the citvy until wig nlgqtfeéch-
night. - 0ncegw' he was on g:&rd g "™Mobocrat" toIH”his
wife that they wers going %o drive the "Morrons" out bHat

ht. When he learned of this he gave the alarm and the
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Saints keld the mob off and were saved. Thev wers finally
driven out and the Chaffin's had a young btabyv at the time.
N

Sister rode in &n open wagon across tie ice on the Missouri

River with it.~ ‘THEY went back to St. Louis where three of
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the Chaffin brothers and three si

gave'Lewis and his two olcest bovs positions in their s4-
ores. Thev stayed there onlv unfil thev got an outfit to
'come to Salt bake Vallev. When his brothers saw thev could
not persuade him %o leave tre Church thevy telped hir to get
a gbod"outfit.f~They'came to Utah in 1852. In later wsars
the brothéTVJOhh§<gave each of the children five hﬁhéred

doll&ré 4036&?~?éyfield recieved kis first. %This took four

t”ousand dollj
In 1856 Brother Bhaffin fillﬁd a mission o Australlla.

He wastgonejabout four vears. He passpa trorough *env trials



famil,‘au

id h1°

road81ﬁe and asked the Lord ‘to onen ahe way. 'Aftervhef,

nad rlsen ard wa ke: a iew steps he found a nlce clean

loaf fo bre d:;vine by the road.

In December o‘ 1861 he took three chil@ren,anqmﬂis,wife

to St. George tosettle. ¥ e with the,rest ofythe“9“4'

compan” apent the f;:st winter 1n'tents. “1t

)

srrlné tnev movoa to the city

omes and t1111nz tro s2il. ™he .Phoneers did,a great

.,

iots and uegaq to bullé

¥
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feal of expererenting in this miic clinﬁte. Tewis's bro-
thers sent hlm a molasses mill whlcn nrov“d useful in
the‘earlv mqnufacuure of molssses. Benbrougnt~some

0lasses home one day saving, "Now we can have gsome cakes?
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Eis wife asked, *Shall T storfen it with ~shes?”
About 1668 ¥Williar Jennings wroe to 2im saying  that

ne would give him eleven hundred dollars for his business

-

lagce cn main street of Salt Ieake. Ee . wrste to Jeénnings

]

saving that when he coubled it he coulé have it. “he

v

next mail brought kim the twenty-fwo hundred dollars.
Even:beforebthis he nad heen 2 ran.of good reans sihce
coming to ﬁtgh;v At the tire Johnson's army camé to Utah
in 1857'flour was‘selling 3t twent—r five per hundred

and evervthingﬁelse on par. Fe owned two'griét¢mills

'~ and one cotton gln.

Apostle Wrastas Snow told him thev needed a grist mlll

st Cedar 1tv so he 400k his familv and rented rooms'there.

When the mlll was well under way he 1eit ‘his son Henrv, to




S son G ’ ~¢aﬁgﬁ$éf, Taura, '
'fto cook(for them wnlle he started another-rlll at Qu; Jos-
/Vph on the *uddve. He also nad a cotton glq there. Fo had
a large nice room built. thne twon was a forﬁ. The.bouses

)

were a}l covered with rushes and tre culinar? water was
nauled for two riles, such were tbe'conforts. Lavra laft
tBﬁiétﬁrn %o fedar ﬁitv in May. In Jylv the Fort éaught
fire,n'érother Chaffin and George were le”t with what clothers
thev wqré,_a‘linhen duster, an almanao; the running

gears of a wagon and 2 span of horses. Wk-n thev came to

. St. G;orge, Apsstle Trastus Snow :21d, "Brother Chaffin vou

have lost about 21l wou kave, I would advise vou %o seitle

at Cedar Citv where vou have = grist mill." -

At Cedar itv Le served as justice >f the peace, not-

many positions of trust. He alwavs

was adtiVe in tke Church. sister “haffin and he weras nre-

ry

aﬂt at the Decication of the St. Ceorge Temple and threv

took graat interest in l@8boring for their kindred cdead.
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The Flu Ristorv on ig iGe goes back 24& vezars,

He died in 1&¢1 in 11l faith of the ¢lorious resurection.




