NELSON S, HOLLINGSHEA
Bj'iic duﬁndsong Veynun Wie Hesp
I gob from the Pioneser vecord that grandfather, Nelson S.

Hollingshead came Lo Parowan with the first company with Eider
George A, Smith, ILeaving Sait Leke City Dez. 7, 850 arrived ab
Center Creek, now Parowan, Jan. 13, 1851,

. -

egt in the Church of Jesuz

‘,..‘-

A% the age of 26 years was a Fr
Christ of Latter Day Saints,

He married Myhetileuble Taornton and to them 8 chi
borm, k boys and h girls. Hy mother. Louise Hollingshead, being
one of the giris.

He alsc married Eldizabeth Zvanz ‘a s iﬁLCV +C Ginke: snd Thom e
4 boys and one girl. He mowd
this second family %o Minerzville, Grandfather wuilt and run &

s Loy -
i

flour mill in Mirersville, alzo built the firsy fDour mill in

"§

Panguitch and helped o build the Zirst flour mill in H-
was the miller here 2t the iime of the HMountain Meaduw Massacra.
He let that company have flour {rom the mill as they wont
through Parowaii.
Crandfather also did cablnet work, uuch as cupboards. flouwr

tins and furniture for his family and friends.

I have a cupboard znd bin he made for my mother. They must
be at least 75 years old.

CGrandfather wss a looser 46 the Imdizng in livestonk, such zs
muies, horses and cattle. 1 was told ne sent somz of kiz teams
pack for cther Piocueers.

He died in Minsrsville whea T was Jjust a bebe,

was my wother's firth child, born in Parewan, Utar. Oct.,

1, 18840
s
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By Tia love Bsuer{Great pranddamughber)..i9:7

Hielson Stoyell ilollingshead, picnecr of 3alt Lake City, Parovsan, Panguitch,
Minersville, and Greenvillio, joined the Hormon church, later knowm as the
tter Doy Sainte, soon ofber the chureh vas organized by ibs founder and
Jeader, the Prophob Joseph Smith.
Il2lson was born Sepbember 22, 102L in York west (Toronbte) Ganada, Hz wur 5.
eldest son of Avrciia Havhews and Thomas Hellingshoad, Ile had five brobooor:

and tuo sisbors, Aner llathewy Thomas WUm.y Rhoda Anng Josenh Lstony Zliza

Imidys George VWynmany ond Brastus Wyman.

Thomas lHoilinzshead was born July 1th, 1795 in Digby, Hova Scotia. Un
Pebruary 6, 1823, Thomas marricd fuvrclia lattheows, vho was born in Argentdlo;
Louer Canada, Oct 22, 1602,

The Hollinzsheads came to America from Holland about the time of the
liayfiower, and settled in the Taste They lived in the United States until
afver the Revolutionary Uar, then went te Canada, asnd to Digby, lova Seotls,
vhere they lived until 1630, The first six shildren of Thomas and Auwwalle
were horn in York Jest Canada. Thoy then moved to Adams Co, ilo. whore tha
laszt two wers bork.

The Hollingsheads werae affiliated with the liormon Church as cexily ar
Sept 22, 1835, for on that dave, Thomas was once of fifty saimbs whe sigonud
& potitdon bto Govermor Lisbourn of lo. which stabed:

TYour petitioners, citizens of Garroll Co. 1l0., praying for relief,
have beon sorcly agrisved by the lawless nobs, inhabitenbs of this and other
counties., Betweon 100 and 150 armed men threabened usg, your petiticners on
saild dsy, and throatened us with foree ond violence, trying to drive certain
peaccable é‘%izcns from their homes, in defiance of all law and threabened
to driwe them out of the country., The mobs decided to give them il Octe 5%

and if not gome by that tdme world oxbermimate them without regard to sex
or age and destroy their chattles by throwing then into the river, Ue therce

fore pray you te stop all lawless proceedingss”




On Nov, 29, 1839, Thomsad Hollingshe?d was among many who presented
¢lainms apainst ke sbate of i ve for 3ess of property, the loss being valued
at 3800.00. He heiprad to bui 1d the Hauvoo Temple and had a shars in the
lauveo Housee Ue whs an exce 1lent farmer, and hs and his son Nelson, halped
to care for the farw of Josc.it Smith's father. He was a carpentor and wheol-
wrdight by trade, and e and 11s son Nelson, whom he had taught the trades
to, were of wuch helr ‘o the ;done«rs through all their persecutions and
pilmrinage £ Saiie to Uest. They helped to build homes and home furniture
theoughoud Ziecn, ac well as oiw miiks for lumber for the dwallings, and grist
rilis for grimiing vhely floul,

Teigon Stoyell | ollingshaad vas an exeepbionally brilliant and talented
man and was cubtstandiag in hin gehwlastic «ixility. ‘/hen he was but a boy of
six, hy read the Edbl: thru in i1ty entirety snd could tell rmeh of vhat he
read by mencry. ovon uhile young e found few things he could not master.
He was very well cducatid, having wbiended svhools in Canada as well as biou
in the Bast, wherevir ¥.:v lived. Ile was a zreat thinker, vhen he reac the
papers or hocrd thizgs he [id not nnderstand, he sat dowm and figured 1 ..
oubte He had five morals il a plensing personility, was a faithful llor n
and a true piomeev, even o, his fathers before him who sailed to the lle:
Yorld in the first ship aftui: the ryflower, o seek reilgious frecdor.,

Brother Hollir, shead wess ordsined @ prios® Septel, 18hli, accordiig
to Qaincy Ill. eonference racords. From that hine until death at the age
of 60, he prailsed God awd uorked &iligently to fulfill whatever calliig cane
to hin, fecling it always a privile:s and honor to scrve God and keep 'ds
Cormandneny Se

When the Saints left J1linois to seek new lands in the llest, many would
not have been able to make the journsy had not llelson S, Hollingshead loansd
them the use of his mules. e had several span of mles besides the locao
1ivestock, He was & great nelp to the omiprants throughout their journsy to
the valley. Ile arvived with the Tirst company of 1847, and vorked there for
Brichon Younge e built and opersted the first grist rill for gringing flour

-

ia Oalt Telie.  Thore he romained until he was called to help setile cthwer



msites.

The farily of Thonas hollingshead lived in Salem, Utah until 1049, then all of
than except llelson wont out to Califormia, and sebtled in Wheatland, Uba Co.

On Dec. 21, 1850 George A, Smith led a eorpany to Iron County. lielson Ioilings—
head was called to go with this corpany, as he was to be the mill~-right for the
Southern settlements. The company consisted of 120 men, 30 women, and 18 children,
There vere 101 wagons, 2 carriages, 100 horses, 12 rmles, 368 oxen, 160 head of loose
cattle, sccd grains sufficient for work, plows, axes, and all other irplcoments and
fixtures as yould be necessary for the building of a new setiliement. The conpany
had 1 millright with his millrace, two sawdll sets, 5 carpenters with tools; 1
blacksmith, 1 gunsmith, merchan’os,\famers, etc, each with his particular nceessities,
bosides 1001 rounds of arrmnition, 1 cannon and several guns.

The corpany had quite a good journey from Salt Lakee IHothing unusual happened,
axcept that it was very cold. Christmas Bve was reported to have been the coldest
might, being 16 degroes below 0. fThe company arrived in Little Salt Lake Valley
Jarmary 13, 1851 and aftor two days of resting and rcjoicing scot to work Ho bnild
the fort. a grist rill, a sav mill, stores, and were carrying life on in guite a
normal ay. The grist mill ond mavy of the homes had becn the work of Drother
Holliin shead. He and nine othors had donated their serviees to build a home for ths
Bishop George Me Smith, in the surmer of 1851,

While still in lo. llelson I, had net ilchatable Thornton, who was a daughter of
Harrict Goodrich and Tzra Thornton of Comne and Ilass. fichatable was born in Penn.
llov, 27, 1020. UHer Parcents were carly follouers of the llornon Prophote lor father
Jzra died fron peredititions in Paruest, lioe, Hove 3, 1830, Harrict uas loit with a
large forily, but she vas financially well off until the mobs destroyed their property
and livestock. In 1839 Harrict presented clainms to the state of lio. for loss of
property valucd at $3, 100400

The Thowmttons came Uoest with the Aaron Johnson corpany, Sepbe U, 1050,  Their
farily e vere in Springville and Parouan. lelson Stoyall iflellingshead wend
back o 3alt Lake in the f£all of 1851 to moct his swcetheart, Hiehitable, Uhey were

narricd in the Endowment House Dec. 21, 1051, by President Brigham Young. Their first

child vas born in Salt Lake Septe. 20, 1852+ They then moved back to Parouan, where



Harriet Aurclia was born liov.5, 1054

On Hov. 10, 1855, lelson Il. and Lorenzo Barton vent to Salt Lake City where they
reported that the brethern in Cedar City vere busy around their big furnaces and had
sufficient fucl to Llast two or three months. They had their hob air apparatus arranged
end attached additional mschinery to the water wheel so as 4o inecrease the power covn-
siderably os well a8 the blast, (These furnaces werc for the smelting of ithe Irvom ore %o

ba mads into bars, Iater the ore was shipped north to be smelted, and the Turnaces in

[

3der were abandoned.)

Thoy also roported che-half the wall around Parcwan was 12 £, high, the rest §, auni
that the people were working splendidly. There werc three wooden gates in the wall.
Hany wolves molesbed the chickens, ate pwplins, squash, otc., lirs John Farror died of

hydeophobia two days afber being bitten by a wolf vhile she was coming from her chieit.
ens. A nan vho abterpted to save her was badly scratched but didn't die. (Phoneer
History Booke)

On July 30, 1859, notes from Parowan resorded the daba that a £lood at Parcuan had
damaged the old saw-mill and dam, and it was thot best to abandon the old grist-mill darn.
the now saw mill being built by llelson 8. Tollingshead, Georgs A, Sith mnd James Leuls
verld soom be ready. (Parowan Record)

Hully jil.izabe’ah was born to the Hollingshecads in 1057, 1in Ocb 1050 the fourth
child, Louisa Amclia was born. During this cenfinement, a young telsh girl; zlizgobetn

w1

Tvens, vent into the home to care for the houssholde DBro. Hellingshead becane aviract

§

ed to this fine young girl, and %wo years later Junc 29, 1061, he took her %o Salt Lake
with hin ond his first wife, llehitable, end had them both sesled to hin ot the same tine
This second marriage was also porformed by Presidont Brigham Younge

Hizabeth was only 17 ab the tine of her marriage, her husband 37. lizabeth was o

dsughier of lary Davis and Abrghanm Zvans, both of vhom were from 3cuth tales. They

erossed the plains in the handecart company of 1056, Glizabeth was only 12. iHer father

Fod of uhat they thot was choloria and was burded on the wost side of ‘Cﬂ?. Green River
in Wyordnge. ller mother and the fardly came %o Parcwan, where they made thely home, and

tarked at what over lsbors they could find to do. Brother Dvans had becn a very uealihy
121 in lyshthor, Yalos, vhere he owned ..a brewery and other property, butb then he joined

Lin Iorrions he loft his business in the hands of his employces and aigrated to America.



b
dryy died before naking proper disposition of his property, ncithsr he noyr any of his
111y received any profit from it after leaving Uales.

In 1864 Nelson H, was called to go Yo Panguiteh with a compamy of men and women to
‘tablish a towm., Drother Hollingshead builbt a grist mill there. They lived therc about
year., ZHlizabeth!s socond child, William Thomas, was born in Panguitch Aug. 23, 1865,
mguitch was abaﬁdoned before long because the Indlans were ioo warelike in that area.

t was resetitled a fow years later.

Brother Hollingshead bLuilt tuvo homes on his lot on ilainstreot. (The Um Lyman home
ov stands in their place,) Each wife had a home of her oun, and each was overly fond of

helr handsome brilliant husband, and showed occasional signs of jealousy. ulizsbeth vas
oung and strong, while llehitable suffered rmch 111 health, Fiizabeth was able to folleow
er husband mich more easily than llchitable, &o it was she vhoe vent to Panguitch with him
and to the other tbvms.

Beirg an untiring worker, Bro. Iollingshead was bugy at his lathe wheon not at his
grist or saw mill. He nade nearly all the furniture in both his homes besides cupboards,
chairs, flourbins, tool chests, etc. for hils family and friends and to scll. lany of
the hormo furnishings he made are in use today, both in Parovan and in idnersville.

The lumbor that went into the Salt ILalte Tabermacle Organ came from ielson loilingse
head!s saw mill in AParowan canyon. Ile had 16 head of rmles thah uwere part of the spans
uged to freight the rough lurber from Parowan to Salt Lake. He hired his son-in-law
im Rufus Johnson, and his brother-in~law, Steven Thornmbon, to freight the lumber with
nds mules. The Hollingsheads ran a froight-line with miles both north to Salt Lake and
roints between, and south to Calif, as well as Delemar and other mining areas.

The Tabernacle wags dedicatad in 1007, and is noted the world over for itts organ,

hich was built under tho careful supervision of George Carelesc.

ToJeHe, in company with Pishop Damo, Peber Wirmer, lleary llolyocak, b llanks, silas
3. “mlth, John Robinson, and Joseph Fish, left Paragonsh, traveled np Bear Crechk Canyon
on their way %o Panguitch. Thay camped about 2,000 £ above Paragonah, at Iittle Cresk
Peak. there thay camped the snow was from 1 to 3 feot decp and was crustod hard snough
to hold the horses, but the wagons sani. (Harch 20, 1866, Parowan Record)

Hhen 1ittle Chester, iehitables £fifth child, was five years old, he mot a tragic



death. [lo and the other children loved to wakeh the big vabs of sidns bolng bornnad.
The Allon tapmery was just across the street from his home., One day, April 8, 1867, the
vat was full of boiling water, which was being prepared to boil a horse 1o get cut the
fat to oil the lsather with, the little fellow played too near the boiling vabt and fell
in. He was dead befors he could be rescued, by George Lowe 5r who was working bthere.

1illian lay was born to Hetta, llchitable, Feb 6, 1669, That same year ab the Oct.
conference in 1869, in Salt Lake City, lelson Il. Was called to go on an Lastern 3tates
lMission, After Me fulfillod this mission and again returned to his homes in Parowan, he
vas called 0 go to iHnersville to help scttle and to build a grist mill. Ichitable was
very rmch saddened by this new call, for it meant she was again to be left alone with he
large fardly. She was not a well woman, and was unable to £ollow her husband as he
followed the calling of the church. She loved her husband dearly, and she loved the
church, but it grieved her that he be called avay so very mmch vhen she was in such 111
health. Uhen tllottal was a young girl, she had been playing ball and it struck her on
the left breast. It was sore and tender 2ll her life, and as she grow older, it turmed
to cancer which caused her ruch suffering and an early death at the age of fifgy-three.
(53 years 2 mwd & 11 days)

lichitable stayed in Parowan vhen her husband, who was truly a man of God, answered
ths call of the church and moved to Idnersville. IElizabeth end her fanily moved there
with hin, There he took up a homestead vhere he raised hay, groin, fruit, and all farnm
produce, which his sons sold to neighboring comrmnities. Ile also raiscd cows, horses
and rmles. He built a flour mfl1l in vhich he ground flour for all the surrounding
country for many yoars., le and his family lived in the nill until their brick hone,
which is still in good repair, was being built. His son Abraham, was born in the mill
Oct, 1h, 1071. After the home was comploted, he turned to the construction of a dam ab
the mouth of the canyon to divert the water from the middle of towm to the scuth of it
there it could be uscd nore advantageously for farms. The dem was built do a height of
over 12 fect, the dirt for vhich was bucketed out by a bucked brigade. Tho dan is stilld
in use, tho a portion of it had to be rcbuilt ofter a flood damaged it in sbout 1933,

In zbout 1875 llelson Stoyell I, built a grist mill ab Greonville, he worked therc
Tor sone tine also,

After the Cave ifne was discovercd in the hills eight iiles north of iidnersville,



57

H

1% drow a group of mem from surrounding towns and states to work in it. Droe Ifollinge-
head was hired as a carpenter to timber the mine, (thesec timbers wero hauled from Parovan
canyon). Ho also built o tramvay fromthe mine doun off the mountain side » which was
quite stesp and highe Ile also built the homes, (or at least had them under supervision)
in the emtire village at the mine vhero the workmen 1ived., (im Thornton, whe is still
living in Parowan, age 82, remembers hauling the lumber over from Parowan to vimber the
mine and to builld the homes. He is a cousin of fllettal),

During the years Bro, Hollingshead lived in !Hnersville he tried never to show
favoritism betwcen his two wives. He visited in Parowan as of'ton as possible and sbayoed
as long as he could, somstimes wecks at a time. He never traveled erpty, but aluays
bauled produce over to help feed Illotta and their family. Once such trip he had a load of
lovely big red apples, and was talking his son Stephen with him. They met another wagon
on a steep pltch coming down 'Parowan IH11?! (now called Minersvwille [H11). The road

was 50 sidlaing the uagdn box tipped off the wagon, and apples scatbered o the winds,
The little boy, Steve, was buried under the apples. Afber he was rescued and the fruid
gathored up, the trip was resumed.

It was about this time that lslson He was called to po to lmery County to what thsy
callad Castle Valley, to build a saw-mill. He took his sons 1with him, When they roiturnés
several months later, his son Joseph, brought hore and intpoduced Ho Southern Utah the
firsy Iighibning saw, It would cut several more trecs in a givon length of time than ayw
saw used wp wntll that 4ime,

On February 7, 1881, Hehitable succumbed %o the cancer which had been bothering her
80 longe She was the mother of 8 children, 6 of vhom survived har, IHer children wercs
llelson Thornton [lollingshcads Harriet Aurclia; Imily Dizabeth; Loulsa Amelia; Ghester
Goodrichs Charles Horacey Josephy and Lillian lay.

After llehitablet!s doath, the two farilies remained friendly and visited back and
forth a lot. The boys in Elizabeth's family used to go all over the Southern country
with their thresher and were will lmown and well likoed wherevar thoy went.

One sunry April day, Brother llelson S. Hollingshoad had his saddle horse saddled
ready to go to the Cave mine after his nay check when one of his sons arrived fron

Parcwan, He told his father that he would lilke to po to the mine with him and sce the
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prograss made there and to see some of his friends who worked there, so they unsaddied
the riding horse and harnessed up the team, beeause they had but the one riding horse,
Later that day when they wore returning home, the high-lifed. prancing horses wcere hard
to hold on the stesp winding road. The harnesses had no britchen on them, and the wagon
braltes were not very goods The wagon turped the horses heels, the frightened team took
the bit in tholr mouths and bogun rumming down the winding decline., The wagon wheel
struek a boulder near the road. As the wagon lurched, llelson was throwm with terrific
specd against a jagged rock, The irpact made & hole clear thyu his side just sbove the
hip. The son, being younger, was able to jurp clear of the wagon with only slight
bruises. Therc were no ledical Drs. in this end of the country at that time, and all thal
the home murses could do was to no avail, DBro. lollingshead nover spoke agzin, the he
was not unconchous of the pain and itch of the sore, for he lay for hours at a time
trying to case the pain by pulling his clean silk handkerchief thru the hole. Much grit
and splinters wore cleaned from the oulnd but it was still fiching and burning, On
April 16, 188k, just one weck after the fatal accident, he motioned for lils wife to
bping his year and a half old son vho was crooping on the floor, to his boedsgide, He
loved the baby and kissed him as tears £illed his tired oyes. UHe bid his wife and
family a sad silent goodby, thon slipped away to follow his lagt greab cail, and %o join
hds beloved ’Het.’oé.'o

It was a2 sad little mother who was left a widow to ralse her famdlly of six boys and
one girl, four of whom were too young o work. The childron of Ilizabeth's family wers:
Hary Elizmabeth; William Thomasj John Frankling Abrahamg Stephan Bartong Drastus Vymang
and Andrew Jackson Hellingshead.

Besides her oun family, Zizaboth raiscd her grand-son, whose mothor had £ied at his
birthe She worked hard to support her family, she wove carpcte and rugs, spun yaym, and
made shauls and wdebs, In 1906 sho had a stroke’ and was practically helpless for 16
vears. Sho dicd ab the home of her son Abrshanm, in Lyman Wyoring in1921.

Thirtecn of lelson ilollingshoads 15 children survived him and both of his wives, ard
most of them followed his exarmple and married in the churche Of thosc who did not; he
falt rother badly, but as he once wrote to Zlizabeth in a letter from 5alt Lake, he
said: "I will nob chauﬁize'ﬁhém, but I an sorry that any of ny children would think of
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marrying outside the church after all I have done. I have considered it a privilege
and an honor to perform the dutises I have for the clurch, and T have always praysd
that all of my children would follow in my footsteps.®

The Hollingshead chlldren are secattered throughout Zicn, Of the five toums he
pionscred, children who carry his name live in but two of them, decendenis live in all
of therm, Stephan snd Andrew live in IHnersville, also the family of lary, Hoseph
and Louisa lived in Parouan most of the bime until thoir deaths. Ilouisals family
and deseendants still are rosidents of Iron Countye. Ilor fomily was llary LEilen Ileap
Lowej Hemry Heap; Vernon Heaps Hehitable (lettie) Heap Johnson; ILellon B. Heap; Le ERoy
Heaps Louisa lleap; Jennie Heap Winn. Both Sdward and George Jr died in infancy. The
rest lived to raise foamilies.

1y grandmother, Louisa !ollingshead, married George Heap, a son of Wiliianm Ieap
and Hary Ellen Vard, in Parovan in 187h. She was blessed with the large family she
prayed she right have, but not blessed with the health to raise theme She died from
copplications of child birth and pneumonia when her 10th child, Loulsa, was 10 days

old, in March of 1895,

(For history of Louisa H. Heap, see Loulsa and Geerge ilcan)



