BIOGEAPHY OF JOHN LEE JONES: WRITTFN BY SAMUEL B, JONES
Given at a weeting of the Dauvghter's of Pioneers - Feb-
rary bih, 1932 in the Third Ward Chapel (R.S. Room)

John Lee Jones was born May 18th, 16L1 in the town of St. Helens
Lancashire, England. Emigrated to U, 5. A. in 1848 on the sailing
vessel Airns Queen., Set sail on the 9th of October. Was on the ocean
seven weeks, landing in the Gulf of Vexico and sailing up the Miss-
issippi river and landing at St. Louis, Missouri on the fifth of Nov-
ember. The family lived st this place for three years; during this
time his father was preparing to cross the plains. While living in
S%. Louis, my father wes baptized in the Vississippi river at the age
of nine years, on July 28th, 1850,

On April 15%h, 1851, his father purchesed an outfit consisting
of a wagon, two yoke of oxen, two cows, and what provisions they could
obtain, a kentucky rifle, a whip and prod pole; started for Great Salt
Lake, s distance of 1600 wiles, After traveling for some time their
wagen troke down, and they were cbliged to stop until the next yeare
His father bought & farm of BO acres, which they farmed for that year,
this was on the third crossing of the Keg river, near Council Bluffs.
Dirrdzg that winter his father went back to St. Louis to work to get
ancther out-fit to continue thelr journey. It was diring this time
that his brother Jozeph, took aick and died and was buried at this
place. 1In the spring of 1852 his father returned from St. Louis with
provisions and another wagon, started with ancther small company of
Saints who were going to Utah travelimg thru the (then) territory of
Nebrasks and Wyoming. At that time there were lots of buffalo on the
plains, and occasionally they would kill one, and thus furnish food
for the company. At different times they were wisited by the Indians.
After traveling 16 weeks and three days, they came upon the beautiful
valley of the Creat Salt Lake, their catile foot sore and worn out,
with the long grindof travel across the plains. )

After steying in Sslt Lake for three weeks, hs was counceled to
go south, a distsnce of 275 wiles, to Iron County, and so they started
ggain on their journey, traveled until they came %o Salt Creek, which
is now lkmown as Nephi, arriving on the 5th of Wovember 1852. The
night thsy camped at this place it snowed 3 feet, 20 they decided %o
stay there for the wimter. They went to the mountains, got some logs
and built & house to live in thru the winter. They covered the roof
with willows, and dirt, put & smell stove up, which they had brought
along, and lived with & dirt floor thru the winter. Ir the spring of
1853 ¥arch 15%h, they sterted again for Iron County, arriving April
2nd, 1853. The saints who had preceeded them had built a small fort
20 x 10 rods, you have all heard the story of how the fort was built,
will not take time to tell it here. In ths spring of 185hL they moved
from this place, and built another fort, half a mile sguare. About
this time, the men started the Iron vworks, on a small scale, but were
wnsuceessful. TIn that year 1857, Pres, Brigham Young, called a number
of men to go to Iron County and msnufacture iron. A company was
orgainzed, his father being one of them. Not understanding just what
$0 do, and how to handle the making of iron; they made a failure of
“making iron of such a quality. that could be used Lo any great extent.
Tn the year 1859, my father was ordained to the office of a deacon.

In December 1861, he was called by Bishop Henry Lunt, to take some of
the saints down to St. George and Santa Clara, a distance of 71 miles;

in this company was bros. Edward Perry, Andrew Corry, and Bro. Woolsay,
sach had three yoke of oxen wagons baing furnished by some of the compsny.
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<" On arriving at Santa Clara, we found a small fort, built of adobies.
This place was founded by Jecob Hamblin. After unloading our wagons
we started on our homeward journey, arriving Just in time to celebrats
Christmss, taking eight days tc make thejourney down and back. One
January 13%h, 1862 he was msrriad to Miss Rachel Simkins by Bishop
Henry Lunt, at the home of his fsther, he remsrk’s in his journal
that this was the happiest Yime of his life, although he didn®t have
a penny in his pocket, not a knife or fork, only & city lot his father
had given him., Upon which he built & little adoby house, having made
the adories himself. He planted a few frult irees and farmed a piece
of ground, about nine acres, in these days, farming had to be done
on a smell scale, having to be harvested by hand, the grain being
cut witk & hand cradle, und hay with a seythe. One April 18th, 1863
he was crdained tc the office of seventy by Alex Gordon Ingram. In
186l he wes called to fill another wission, and this one was to drive
four yoke of oxen down to thz frontier of Nebrasks, om the Missouri
River, to nelp bring some of the seints to Utah. These Szints were
brought to Utah by the perpebual fund; when he was called to this
missicn, he had but one shirt to his back, s0 my mother toock a
blanket o the bed, and made hiz ome, also macde him a palr of bucks
gkin pants. His supply of food and equipment. consisted of & amell
bog of crackers, 20 lbs of flour, a knife, fork, spcon, tin cup, and
plate, = blenket, two quilts, 2 gun and a pistcl, the last borrowed
from Bro, Lunt. Bro. Zdwayd Parry and Ellas Nye, were called to go
on the same mission. When they started on this mission, they wers obliged
to break some their oxen to work. which was quite 2 hard thing to do
as they didn't have any csrrol, tc catch them In. These oxen and wagons
were furnished by the brethera of the Cedar Ward. They started on
their lémg journey, April 10th 1864. Their average distance made per
day was from 10 to 16 miles. They arrived at their distination in
July; after resting their catile & few days, they lcaded on what few
things the saints had and started back to Utah, eight pecple were in
ny fatheris wagon. At this time the Indlans were vzry bad, they were
obliged to put on a double guard every night, there were 110 wagons
in their company which resched 6 miles in length when in motion; 1In
doe time they arrived In Salt Lake City, where the saints were taken
care of by the saiats of Zion, After saying good-bye to those of the
company they had brought =o many miles, they started for their homes
in Iron County. He feund his family well, he was away from home on
this mission eight mobhths. In April 1866, he was called on still
another mission to go wilth John Parry, George Perry, J.M Higbes,
and cthers, to help fight the Navajo Indians. A band of them had
come across the Colorado Fiver snd sttacked the saints, who were making
homes in Kane County near Pipe Springs. Two of the Berry boys and the
wife of one of them, had been killed, before they could ge there;
They found their bodies lying cut in the sand. One can imagine how
they felt finding theses poor people in this condition. About this
time in their journey in life, wmy parents were obliged to make their
own cloth, mother carding and spinning yarn. tc weave into cloth, my
fether doing the weaving, on a loom he had made himself. Their
neighbors; Bre. & Sister Lord, a fine old English couple, whom many
who sre here will remember, gave them their first lesson in weaving.
Tn the year 1865, in October, he took his wife Rachel (my mother)
to Salt Lake to have their washing and anointings done, and be sesled
by one having authority. This was done about October 16th, 1865 by
George Q. Cannon. In the year 1869 my father and grendfather purchased
a farm out at Johnsons Springs, now known a&s Enoch, where he has
reslded ever since, When a bey 17 years old he read a partrarchial
ezsire, vhick hep been £0If112e4. glmoct do the letter. This blessinz
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was given by Bro.
dr.



_dary 8th, 1878 he entered into the order of Plural Marriage,

f M. Walker being the lady in question. To this unlon were born
«ght children, seven of whor are living., On October 6th, 1879 he
was called on a mission to his native land, England, to preach %o
Latterday Gospel, having only nine dayz, in which Yo get ready , and
not 50 cents in his pocket or old sock either. His Bro's Sylvesiter and
Fradrick made a raise of the money needed. On October 2hth, after
bidding us all good bys, left for his mission, on board the Maill Coach
as far as Juab, thence by rail to New York, after waiting two days for
boat. He set sall on tha Steem Ship Arizona, 50,000 capactiy, on the
Sth of Hovember. All went well, until they were about half way across
the ocean. He was retiring to his State room, when all at once the
ship came to & sudden stop, had struck a mountain of ice, samshing the
front of the ship, sboub 30 feet back; from all appearances they were
doomed 40 a watery grave. The captain ordered bails of cotion to be
put in the froamt of the ship to keep the water out, he then tuined
the course of the ship toward Newfoundland Irland a distance of 250 miles,
he stayed on this Island one week. On November 16%h, the 5.5, Nevada
steamed into harbor, it having been sent to Lake the passengers over
tc England. It toock this ship sewven days to reach Liverpool kngland
Thay arrived there on the 23zrd of Wovewber. After visiting a few days he
was appointed to labor in 4he Bristol Conference, a distance of 181 miles
where he arrived December 10th, $o join Br. John South, an Elder who had
charge of that conference; durihg his stay in England he obtained 125 names
of nis dsad relatives. He left the Bristol Corference in 1880, having
labored there for one year, baptixing 30 pecpls, distributing 1C00 tracts
He was then called laber in the Nottingham Confersnce, hare he baptized
1 of the people, visited St. Hellens, the place of his birth, he again ob-
tained & number of names of hiz dead relatives. Having labored in the
mission field for 18 months, he was relezsed to return home having travelsd
21,000 miles by sea and land. Held 170 meetings, and blessed & number of
children. He left Liverpool to return home opn the 16th day of April
1861, on the steam ship Wyoming, arrving in New York on the 26th, of
April. He irmediately took 4he train for Utah arriving home on the Sth
of May 1881. My father was supt. of the S. S. for about 20 yesrs.
Elsc Prasident of the Y. M, ¥M. I. 4. for zome time., It was thru his effortis
that the Post Office was sgisblished &t Tnoclh uwp unbil this dime, the
rlace was known as Johnsons Sgrinmgs, since then it has been csiled Enoch.
I% derived that name, because of the fact, that his father and brothers
all worked together in itheir financisl affairs. As 1 remember 1%,
there was some oppositica to the name, but father wes acting Posh Yaster
&t the time, and sent the name to our representative in Congress, John T, Czine
and it was acceptied, now we pass on, until we coms to one of the grestest
evente of his father's 1life. On October 23rc early on the morping there cams
2 knock on the door of our little log house, wzs answered by my sister Rechzl
and the man that stepped in was none cther then the U, S. Marshal, The Purpos:
of his visit was to arrest my father on the charge of having more than one
wife. The government of our country, had passed a law, making it uniawful for
2 nan to have more than one wife. He was immecdlately placed under arrest my
glong with his father John P, Jones, and taken to Besver for trisl. They
were taken to court and placed under bonds of 5000.00 each, Thomas Walker,
Edward Parry, George Wood Jr. and Jonn Chatterley being thaeir bondsmsn. The
witnesses subpoened against them wers, Thos. Walker, Ed. Parry, CGecrge Wood Jr-
and John Cetterley, Nelson Dslley and Jes, S. Armstromg. After standing trail
my father and Grandfaiher, were sentenced on 27th of December ¥o six months in
the Utah State prison, I assure you they were well taken care of dmring that
time; in the first palce, sfter arriving at head quarters, they were strippe:
of all their clothing, a careful examination made of them, then he was taken
to another room, and placed sgainst a wall where they tcok his height, coloer,
zge and size and so- forth. Them he was given 2 nice little rcom to live in fo -
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ix months, At %he end of that time he was taken before the Wardem, and took tha2

" paupeyrs oabhj; was released tO go home, a wiser if not bebter man.

As t3ime will not permi% we o tell all the main events of my fatheris lifs
I will conclude Ly telling of hiz 90%n birdhday, Most all of his childiex
and a number of relatives, meb &% the meeting house of Enosh, te pay homor to himn
an hie birthday, the 18th of May 1931, Thyee long tables were placed in iths
meeting house reaching from one end %0 the obher, spread with all good things of
+he sarth, 0 eabs and beautifully decorated with early rosss and fioweve,
brought from Dizleis wonderful flower gardens. After all had feasted 0 their
hearts conteat, the tables were cleared away, and a2 very fine program was given,
consisting of songs, readings, speeches, eico.o A pleasing feature of the program
- was the rendering of a song, compused by my brother Myrom, especially swg Uy
12 of father's childrew, six sons .and six daughters. After the program was
through, we all joiaed in dansing, my father playing the violia for some of the
old time quadrills and waltwes, while his children and grandchildiren danced %0
nis music. I make mention of this besause it was wonderful how well hs played hic
violin on his $Oth birthday. There were about 150 presen’, who jJoined in wishiag
him health, happiness and many happy returns of the day.

His posterity is numbered in the hundreds,

He has done more for the redumpitior for the dead than any other man in
Parowan Stake,. Thousands have been baptised for as well as being sealed, and
andowed at his instant, their work ha#d been uppermost in his thoughisy, and .
ambitions, for the past fifty years, He takes great joy and satisfaction in thir
worko

T well remember my father saying that the time would come when people would
71y through the air, But we children only laughed, and thought he didn't know.
2ut the day my father reached his 88th birthday the air port was dedicated and
ne had the privilege of going up in an airplase for a ride. Having this privilegs
nade it one of the ocubstanding events of his life.




mlstorical Jketceh of Jolm Lee Jones and Fenily

He came into Utah in 1354.He =ttended the Conference 2 days. &4t the
last segsion,about noon,Pres Young called my Fathers famlily,consisting
of five persons- Fatuer,mother,John Lee,lylvester F,Fredrick k,Isaacdones,

narv to gzo down to Iron ¥Younty-Coal-
glst in the manipg of Pig Iron.
trade.

iy father called as a miseio
Creek,as 11 wag then called, to ag
My father was an 1iron moulder by

There was quite a number of other famllies called at the same time-
v z-George Wood and family,Joseph Wallier and family,John o williamsTho-
mae and Mary,also George Perry and famlly,Thomas Blaoen uﬂd Tanily,lsaac
C Haight and his two famllles,nlcnare hurrlbon ané family, Jamee Bullock
and family-wife and 3 chilcéren-iovert ,David and Teeney,also Father
JHdunter and his family-Josevh, Zcorge,L&vid,(?),James Boenell and Tanily,
Robert Zaston and family,snd Williszm Slack and fzilly.
The above names with others that I csnnot now remember,settled in the
first Fort. They built z Tort out c¢f cottonwood logse 1: a2nd 15 ft,by
digging a deep trench and nutting thew up virtically in the trench.
placing the loge up endwise close together,they =lso fgfmedes corral
on the south end of Fort. The Fort was about 125 yards 1in length snd
about 6C vards wide,with a2 pair of cdouble gates on the north end,snd a
pair of double gates on the sovth end of the coocarll,the walls was 10
ft.hich,the houses forming part of well =rouna thru the east une west
sides and the north end.

The cattle was put in the correl svery niint,»nd in the daytime to m

men wag appointed to take the stock down some 27 miles to tht top of the
Cedars lieadows. They wear well sarmed with suns and pletols to protect

[

themselves 2nd the cattle from the depradations of the natives,

Some 500 who lived in brush wickiups(weskups). They were nude ex-
“cept 'exap) a rabbit 7 around their bodies 2nd 2 breech clout around theil
loins, ' :
Thies Feort was bullt in 1351 »nd 2., My father =nd fanily arrived
in th spring of 1353,9ns some came later in 'R4 and 5,

In the latter n9r+ of 1355 the Sainte moved across country and
biult another Fort-2 miles around,macde adcbies and some sod houszes,be-
cause built on the line,they formed nart of the wall.

About this time 2 large company Z00 waintes came from the north
from Great 3alt Lake Clty. The next 3 vears whenue u great and

- experience, Govener GCusings and otlier woverment offliclals-
Cradelbouch and others sent libelous letters of falshood =2nd hatred zgaln
against the NMormens saving we were disloyval to our country, e »nald no
need to +heZ% laws,we was not fit te live In the Terratory. ‘ﬂc<e
serrilous renorts ﬁher, sent to Wezsnington D.C. The ferment and hatred
became s0 great and widesoread eact,that Pres Japes Buchlnauon
gent up » army of 20,000 goldiers =ud 200 waponsg 1oaded with provislons
for the Johnszons qrny,hlth tons of cennon-balls and powder,2nd tons of
rope to hang and k¢ll the d--~-- lorrone snd extersinate uo from the sart
“When the army reached Hams Fork near the head of Zcuo Canyon,fres

Young, then Gov.,callea upon 200 men to go and stop the armyv,and tell

hem they could not come into Z21t Lalie Valley on pain of death,



The brethren built rock walle of red sandstone,acrcss the Canyon a
at intervals of 1/3 mile down the canven,nearly 12 miles. It is a box
canyon of 300 ft high perpendicular walls. We nlaced rocks on the edge .
and cliffs,ready to throw down unon the enemy,if they dared to attempt
to go thru.Fear selzed upon them,rso they h=d to pitch camp at Hams Fork,
that winter and until there was an instrument of peace-terms formed and
signed by the officers in charge of army,snd whi ile this was going on
Col Thomas L (C)Kene tho smell in =& Jtvze but nobTC in bearing-- he wen
and along the Gulf cof kKexico,acrcss the ;Sul e W wutamalano, thense
along Pacific conmst to anleigo,Call,thence PCFL”‘LOG Angeles Degert
into Utah to see 2nd negothOue termu wlth Governcr Young,7net him in hie
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office held out hig hands and said Col bane,Welcome turice welcoue
Col Kane for I Ynow your misgsion It one of PmACE.Presgs Young (Zald) to
him,"If the army attemot to come into this valley,we will take our wiv-
eg and children up into the mountasing and swoop down upon them and whip
them out. I have caused straw to be placed in every house and orchard
in the clty,and at & given signal will be 1s2id in flames

I have given orders Tor the ssintc to to evacuate the 01uy and o south
and leave the state as desolate as thev Tound 1t.

owo

@7"

How we come to the gettlers of the end,or Cld Fort-on ithe west
side of Coal Creek. & large influx of Zaints came to this Fort,at the

4.

time of the great move from .alt Lele City ae 1t was called.



“here wes no Beaver,Kanosh,icipio.lixie, Pres Young called the oSaints
in from Sanbarnlolno—1io or £0; sy Lyman wae one of that colony.

They came to Cld Fort and tarried the wnnter of '57.This swelled our
nunbers to near 300, The Fort wszs Tull of Saints. Isaac C Haight was

made Pres.,ﬂith? r Klingan-bwith =g Bishon of the VWard.

Wow we come to the vesr of 1955, Thies 1g ag near the date when the
Deseret Iron lerla wes OP‘RﬂlICd (Bro Jones is wrong here,vear was 1852)
They selected 2 site Just ezgt of the Co Bridre,where we cross the Creek,
about 700 yards from the tridie, Ignsc C haelght was President and manager.
of the uopomny,ChristOpher Arthur first Treasurer,Thomas Bladen Englneer
Arthur Parre and Charlie Jimlins-pstern mazlers,CGeorge Wood,Jdos Walker
had chaer;e of thetwo-blasted furnzce,d=2mes Farrcw had charge of charging

ok by & o

tiie blast furnece-he run the czr un the longlongi----- way to mouth of th
furnzce.John Pidding Joneg =nd Richard Harriscn where the moulders,Joseph

waller and George Wood tevwed tle furnzce when they run tLe iron into plg
but 1t was so hard thev couvld net chin 1t,hard as Bissimer steel,on acce-
ount of =o much sulphur in the cc2l,it et the carb on out of the iron an |
left it very hard. o
The Iron Company made many castings for machinery geé---- for water-
wheele,cegments for spur-gesring and thrcsbina machines :
The Church spent 2 million dcllars in the enterorLse,,“d after 8 or j
10 years 1t was discontinuved.

Before I clcse this brief sketch from memory I will go back to the
Johnsons army. There was a peace treazsty made-that we would let them come
into Utah,that they would pass thru the streets of Zalt Lake,not molest
with or interf:re with any thing.They passed thru and made thelr camp abo
ut 55 miles west-called Canmp TFlovdé. '

John welker,williamr and Thowss wWalker,went with teams to fetch the canneo
balle,tons of them to Cedar. Jos Walker broke them in peicesz and put them
in the furnﬁce,and my fsther moulded them into grate-bones,molasses~-rolls
for the Lixle people,also fl?f—lnons,ﬂog irons-3 sizes of grates your
humble servent made the catterns. You will find grates scattered the Coun
ties of Iron snd Washington to this day.

Thesapmynbrote 100s of wsgons loaded with cannons and balls,tons of
rope to hang the d-w---- hormon:. Sow these camion balle were made up
into articles fer do mestic »nurpcszes,and the rones made the Zaints tie-
rones for thelr horses,so you see the worde of the Provhet Isiah came
true~that every weapon formed =2galnst Zion should perish;so it did and E
built up Zion in these vallliee. Canp Floyd was finally deserted.lMillions |
of dollars worth of property wested for nsught,and the devil and his em --
isaries folled by the power of God.Ihius he made bare his arm for our
deliverance,thru that terrible ordeal of bitter experience. ;
After peace was restorred many of the sgaints returned to 3Salt Lake,took
the straw out of the houses and orcharde :

How after 70 years a beautiful city and temple erected,snd all who no“{"
come to us,marvel and wonder. Zicn will become the pride and joy of the
Latter Dsv Caints-egpeclally the sone and dau.hters of such noble sgires. f
I am proud of my parentege =nd thankful fo such sturdy yeonen and vic-
toricus motners,yes and lovely dzughtere of Zion the pure in heart,

I ningle with joy 2nd »ride becszuce cf noble birth,wirth more than -
gold and silver,or diemonds of .outh azmerica.

I have glven but a Dbrief renticn cf the crusazde waged =2gainst us, ,
Ihe Poligemy cruszde of 4825-5-7-2. I had to flee up into the Cedars and
rocke,snd make my bved among horny-toade,lizzards and snakes,zs they cra= .
wled over uy head with their cold bodies,2nd woke me up in midnight hours
My vresent wife Betty wag parted fron me,=2nd taken to Bunkerville,so the -
karshalls could not find her,sc she ke compelled to testify zg2inst me,
ner husband. I speai of thies 2¢ oncther trying tine,especizally for plural
wives. I could write & bock on the scenes we nagsed thru,and those who
entered plural merriage.

®



The law that was pscsed by Zdmunds-zn old batchellor, was to catch
thoge 1n noligfanmy,in Uteh.It wse led by the cold devil,to stop the per-
petuation of the chosen seed-2 nure lineage who have been btorn under the
new znd everlasting covenant-will vrt seveé théeCounstitution of United
stetes,from being torn in ehireds

Now my dear s;ﬂters -may t“e Coctrine of Friesthood garnicsh yourthots
end dietill unon vou the blecpan cf hesven,thzt vou may live to zee
Zicn redeemed . Thils 1ls the degt re ¢f vour unde“iating friend and brother
in the new and everlasting covenant. Lod bless you forever,ic ny prayer.

Jith complivente of high'eutea;,
Yours respectfully John Lee Jones.
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Weod Lelili, Copled by June “ood Danvers,




