HYROM LIEANY

Hyrum Leany was born in Parowan, Iron County, Ubtah, Auge 26th, 1852,
He wag the fourth child and second son of Wms and Blizabeith Scearce Leany.
His father was born and reared in Frankling Simpson County, State of Kenbusic
and his mothewr from Richmond, Simpson Counbys; Stole of Kenbueky and his
mother from Richmond, Wayne Sounty, Indiana, They mebd ofter they asscmbled
with the Saints in Houvoo by Brigham Young Sept. 7th, 1845, at a time when
this newly established religious sect was going through some of the most
distressing years.

They were driven out of their heme in Wanvoo, flesing before the hosi-
ile mobs, leaving their furniturs and all of their belongings except what
they wore and could snatch uwp hastily in their departure,

The people of William Leary were Kembucky planter of comfortable means.
The fomily of Tlizabeth Sceawce were merchants and people of moderate wealin
Zor thosedays, Fahter Scearce was a Golonel in the Indiana State Militia of
the Eight Regiment and lMr. Leary still possesses among his treasures Colonsi
3esarcels comission from vhe Governor of Indiana--issued in 1817 and signed
by Governor Johnathon Jennings, They were fized comfortable for traveling
across the plains, with good teams and oubfits., Colonel Scearce ab one
time nnde a loan to the Church to assist in fitting out those who wers com-
ing aecross the Plains, 7The nobe covering this loan has recently been turne-
2d into the Generzl Church autherites by Hyrum Leawy who had it in his poss-

" esslon for rmay years. v
g They came to 3alt Lake City with what was known as the Big Copany arrs
“iving in 1047, and the Um. Leany fomily and Colonel Scearce settled in the
-0ld Fifteenth Uard, where Colonel Scearce become counselor to Bishop Smoct
- of that werd. William Lesny was among those called to the Southern Mission.
- locabing at Barowane. They srrived Jamuaxry 13th, 1851, Apostle George A.
. Smith being president of the campany. After building a log house for them,
his family followed later ir the spring.
.. In 1862 they came on Scuthward locating at Harrisburg, where Grand-
-father Leanmy lived to the age of 76 and his wifc to be 86, both being burw
ried at Harrisburg.

- This Dbrings vs to the life of Hyrum Leany the Phoneer boy with whom
.we make this weckls little visit, Uhile the family still lived in Parowan
he received his first schooling remembering among his toachers first (aunt)
Pogry Jane Hamilton and later Isadah Coombs and for a little while ilartin
S3lack vho later settled in Toquerville. The school house was a rather
large room made of logs and served also for the religious and commmnity
center. The benches were made of split dogs, trimmed flat on cne :gide snd
round stlcks fitted into avgur~bored holes served for legs. The Lenches
had no backs and the boys and girls could not roll about in any very confor®
able sositions and their own laps rust serve for the desks., DBecause of the
trouble then on vith the Indians, he recalls how at times when the people
went to necting they took their guns along and stacked them in a corner in
readiness should they be necded. S0 far as he recalls no nectings vere
cver disturbed. lowevor resulting from contact with one unfriendly Indian
ot their home, lyrumileany's father gained the Indian title of '"He-upgig-
wes"; neaning little besr.

Father Leayy cune on sonth to 3be George in 1861 cnd was at Santa Clara
at the tine of tha hig flood of early 1862, but did . not move. hisefazidly
doum Until’ the sartier of 1862, vhen Hyrum, his father and eldest sister Sarah
Am and brother im. Jr., came to larrisburg vhere they raised a crop, the
»est of the family following later in the fall. 3efore the fanily cams the
Tour- who were at'Harrisburg had a small I¢mber shanty with a wagon cover
stretehed across the front for a door. They did their cooking outside in

2 bake oven. One day his sister, Sarah fmn left Hyrum to watch the bread
dich che had just put in the oven to bake. Dut they were near the creek
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nd the 1ittie £ishes in 1% berpited the watcher, Tixlng a pin hook he
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went to the cresk to try his luck and when he came back he found their pet
bossy, a rather presumptious bovine, was visiting the home, had rooted the
1id off the oven and was sampling the partly baiked bread. Bub then he was
Just a small boy and all boys like to go fishing.

At Narrisburg they also had a building which served for school and
neeting purposes and this boy remembers many of the happenings in that
community center, amony them the occasional visits of President Brigham
Young and party on their soubthern tours., The building was rather small and
at one time as he addressed them, Brigham Youngz suggested that it would
have been well had the bullding been made a quarter of an inch larger. Hymu
Leany laughs heartily as he recalls the effect of this stabement on the
audience., Brighan Young also told them thers would one day be a rallroad
pass zglong the side of the mountain.

People were called to this Southern liission for special purposes o
glven special assigmments because of thelr ability, training or past ex-
perience. Eligah Thomas, for instance, was called to Leeds to raise aastor
0il beans aud manufacture the castor oile For even in those days that was
becorring a potent ramedy and a useful article. He ralsed beans for some
years and made his own press of hesavy lengths of cottonwood, mamfacturing
sonie oiles Though the process was slow and this project was in time discon
timied. Father Leany had besn called 3o raise Indigo for dying purposes,
having had rmch experience in the south with the culiure of this plant. Uz
nade ¢ great effort to grow the indigo bub the climabe though hot enough o
sbart the plants lacked sufficient moisbure for their mabturing. This project
Wwas also abandoned and the Leang's turned to growing cotton and other crops
also cattls raising,

Chances at schooling were not sc good agb Harrisburg, but a few weeks at
at a time as he could be spaved, Hyrunm Leany was sent to school, one of his
outstanding teachers being Joseph Neii (Jo Heil) Haywood, also a man named
Harrington. Wilbur Sael was also un early teacher.

Revilo Fulleris wife, mother of Orpha Hunt was ancther early tcacher.
Poor as his chances were at education, this boy became an ex®ellent reader
gpeller, and writer, and was also adept at figures.

In the years of 1869 and 1870, vhen the Indians were still giving much
trouble the old Fort Pearce was built and Hyrum Leany was amonp those callsd
from the various settlements to help guard the cattle which were being
stationed there. John Cameron was in charge cof the work of herding the
cattle in the day time and guarding them at night. There were a big lot
of catvlie brought togebther at this place and eight or ten served at a time
in herding and guarding. lr. Leany reealls that Alex Fullerton was ome of
the boys on duty when he was alt Fort Pearce.

For a time duxing the early seventles Hyrum Leany worked at feeding
the furnace in Irontcwn, the place between Pinto and Cedar Gity vhere for sz
time pig iron was smelted from nearby deposits of iron ore, The furnace
was quite small, but the need of iron was for z time abt least supplied.

He still recalls the speed with which they had to work to keep the furmace
properly fed, and the metal at a vwhite heat so it would run in a liquid
stream into the nmoulds vhen they tapped the furnace. It secomed queer to
the boys working to hear the experienced men speak of the metal as frozen
when 1t was red hot, but it must be so it would run.

Yhen he was 25 years of age, Hyrum Leany with his father set out to
visit relatives in Kentucky and Texas and his mother®s peo le in the State
of Indiana, DBy this time the railroad termimus was as far south from Salt
Leke as York, a place near Ilephi of today. They traverled with a freighter
to York, btaking the train from their for the remainder of the journey.
During the three or four months of this Jjourney thsy contacted many relatives
and friends of father Leansy'!s and this was a grand opportunmity for this
Utah born boy to see the home states of his parents. Among intoresting
svents of their trip was the use of a great boat as a portable bridge when
crossing the lississippi from Memphis to the opposiie shore. The boat
fitted with suffichkent track was docked at the place vhere the Hemphis
sracks were bullt oub to make commschions, and with surprising safety the




Vi el e LI DU LML WL DLV ULV LW DUG Ly WES PALO LT aUEUSE blie DLver
and run with equal safeby onto the tracks on the opposite shore. Then

there was the crossing of the mamoth ten mijlion dollar steel bridge at

3ts Louis and them still in his remembrance are the plantations of the soubl,
the great forests, :and the: reliing acres of=the corn belt, which their long
journey covered, -

Hyrun Leaﬁy knew Silver Resf, le was there when John Kemple, a prospechcr
apparently in his early thirtles, came to thal part of the counbtry with
Elijah K. Fuller, living for z time at the Fuller home. Kemple undersitcod
minerals and having detecbed the shining silver in the sandstone , prospezt ¢
along the White Rsef, He staked off a mumber of claims along the course of
. the Reef, assigning them %o various people. OUne of these claims was taken
up in the name of Hyrwm Leany and his brother Will, Kempls worked around
Leeds for scme itime, and became oumer of some property, but he had no cap-
ital hence was unable to opsn up the silver widch he had located, $ ot
came and nade thousands of dollars on his find of silver in sandstone, per-
haps the first time it was found in quantity in this formation.

in

Then there was Johns Barbee who brought his Spirituaiist ledium to aid
him in locating claims, This 3Spiritualist was Thomas (Tom) HeNelly. Ic
Helly was a strange man, bub was in very deed a wizard. He often amused Lhac
ecrouds with his performances, such as having the boys write dowm columms of
figures to which he could almost instantly give them the answer. "0ften’,
sadd Hyrum Leany, M/illism Stirling and I have written the greab colurms of
figures and becn amazed with lellelly's rapid calculation. And he was alway:
right for we tested the answers carefully, This was only one of his many
clever stunte of doings. And from his seances it is supposed he directed
Johns Barbee. In any case Barbee made plenty of money from the claims he
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located at lielielly?s suggestione™

ifr. Leany worked with whet was known as the Lecds ilining Company on
property oumed by Califormians, the Juperintendent being a man named
Williams, and he says, "a fairer man never lived. Whan others vere trying
to lower the wages of the miners, Willlams insisted that property that
would not produce enough to pay the mem $4.00 per day was not worth operating.
and he anld not work it." This attempt to lower the wages was the work of
a Colonel Allen vho came out from the east a3 a “upt. of the Stormont Come
pany. I worked around among the different companies but most of them re-
fused to0 cut, and his doings finally resulted in the lineris strike, and
event of wide interest in Reef history., Allen was driven out and went to
3alt Lake and conferred with federal officers then returned with U. 3.
Harshall Pratt, who deputized a musber of local men, closed all of the
galoons and ordered all the working men brought out of the mines, A snow
storm was just on, vhich added to the vivid picture of the lines of men
being brought out. Only a corparitively small group belonged to the Union
but it was union men who had driven Colonel Allem cut and these were the
ones Pratt wanted. HNHyrum Leany was not working in the mines at the tine
but was one of those deputized for the ocecasion. OQut of the group they
finally arrested twenty-seven men whom they took in three large wagons with
four horse teszms to Beaver for trial, with the guards along. Hyrum Leany
was one of the guards., The first nmight they spent in Cedar, but feari
.other rdners might follow and give trouble they made a circutous trip a-
round tnrough inersville, where they camped the second night, ir. Leany
belng placed vo guard the twenty soven men who were quartered in the school
house. At 2 ofclock in the morning lMike Regsn, one of the men offered hin
a handfull of coins if he would go to the saloon and bring sonme liquor.
He wouldn't. The guard ride horseback and werse held in Deaver a weck pre-
ceeding the trial. Ilir. Leany was good friends with the men. As they passed
Bush Lake, about five miles beyond Enoch, ons of the men under guard, by
neme Jiwoy Pelidwin, saild "Leany, lerd me your gun, %o shoot ducks."” Ducks




were plentiful but Baldwin didn't get the gun. While in Beaver lir. Leany
even borrowed from one of the cufiprits some money so he could have his
pichure taken to take home, He paid them vhen they paid him for guarding.

Anmong the guards he remembers were Walter Kerp, Oz Barlow, David He
1wll, Gus Hardy, Dan Sesgriller. The miners were a jolly group and never
took a serious thought of vhat was ahead, singing as they traveled along.
SZven one night when one of the guards went to sleep on dubty, their only
thought was to embarass him by cubting short his mop of curly halr. Bub the

nard

awok in the nick of time.

M. Leany remembers a snabch of one song the miners sang.

Reef

"ith a four horse team, we'll scon be seen,
Way out in Idsho.”

+:ong those of prominence recalled by Mr. Leany fromthe days of the
> the followings

How op ¢ West, General lerchandise
JohN 'a55ady, ... 5aLlcon Keeper

Peter yprisen..Hotal Kecper
Hre LOUM.r.. »seesStore KBOPers Justlce of the Peace’ “ditor and

Publisher of the Silver Reef liiner.
Turlsesess +essoTh® Store Kecper
Turls....Qot,, .‘m miper
Thomas GI11L: vieq.Property ower
Richard Gillisse , Properyy owmer
Captain Bubbock.fine Superinbendent
Colonel Allense.l'ne Surerintendent
v, Villiams,.. s+ LB Ag I{‘lﬂiﬁg Cos Sﬁp‘ba
CGeorge Reeves.eeslecur 0. MHIL Ilgrs
John Olphineeseelus cim, Fidler
Ire Kennedy
Ike Pridonski...Jew (vibler, said toszhave won $18,000 in his time.
Hike Ragene s s s« Salocy Keeper
Eds Lochneycess.Clainr suner
Hr, Schwartg..ssJeu sire keeper
Johnry Diamond.e.Deput;® Sheriff
ShoemalkOees s ees o Coners] RlowharGesa al-‘la.nagG‘d horse races
Al TusKesee sveseButcier
Charles Vestovere. Bu'vher and partmer of Lusk
Al Hunbington..o.Shif" boss
Joe Hogueo seesasonii Boss
Wash lorehouse..Cler: in Woollsy Lund and Judd Store (stuttered)
lenry Milles..s.Cler< in Woolley Iund and Judd Store
Ceorge 1iller...3alcwn Keeper
I'Irl @li'rkvo. *RO 0 Osalc L1l Keeper
Colonel Wall
Pole RoundyeeseoFarmer foom Kanarra
I’Iro St' Clail’ [ X & J

During the next fer years he devobed himself to cattle raising and

farming and in the f£all of 1803 went with his brothers Will and Dave to Luna
Valley New lexico, teking about seventy cattle, f£ifty of which belonged to
Hyrume This Iuna Valley was being settled by a colony of Mormons., It vas
a severs uinber and soms of the cattle died. In the spring Hyrum sold what
was left of the catile ind returned to Harrisburg. Daring this winter at
Luna Valley, food even became scarce, For one meal they had only flapjacks
nede of flour and water without even any salbe Iuna Valley was named for



THO LIEXAGANS, UABSUS LULE 81K LOUiULLGLGR UG \ MV ULIGE © /8 Hdedad el iy
made his home there and David moved to Cliftong Arizona, bubt Hyrum never
went baecke

In the £all of 1880 Mary llargaret oodbury, daughter of Orin ilelson
and Francls Goddard loodbury, went to Harrisburg to teach school. She wes
born in St. George July 12, 1870 and had received her schooling in this
city. They Jjust had a small school ab Harrisburg, bub Mary Margaret cams
of a family of school teachers and was making her start here. Shortly aftx
arriving this young St. George girl met Hyrunm Leany; and though he had bee:
about with other girls a litile or more, this apparently was the one he ha:l
been waiting for. Thay were marvicd lay 15th 1809 in the St. George Templ:,
Pres. David I, Camnon officiatings

To then were born cleven children, eisht of whon are sPE1l living.
They are Ilizabeth(ilrs, W. C. Cox), lyrun lielson, Rodney Uilliam, Vivian
Reed and Culbert, all of Sht. Georgej George Woodbury Leany of ixray,
Francis Scecre Leany of Cedar City; and UWilford Leany of Hurricane, a
daughter Gertrude, and son IJugene lark passing avay at adult age and dlwer
in infancy.

In a religious capacity Hyrunm Leany served as Supte of Sunday 3chool
in Iarrisburg for two years, and June 17th, 189 was scb apart as.as Counc
10 Dpe Be¥Ye lMelullin of the Leeds ward of which Harrisburg was a brasbh.

He served in this capacity being advanced bto first counselor for a period
of 10 years, lirs, Loany was president of the Childrens Primary Associatica
of Harrisburg for six years. For many ycars lir. Leany was a member of the
Board of School Trustees of Lecds Schocl Precinct, The Harrisburg irrigat-
ion canal took its supply uith that of Leeds from Quoil Creek, the Harris-
burg canal branching off at the head of 3ilver Eeef. Tor many years Hyrm
Leany was wvatermaster of this canal and those days there was frequently
trouble among the water users, wvhich gave the watermasiter rmch extra and
often unpleasant work,

Seprenberiy 1920 lyrum Leany and family noved to 5t. George, having
previously purchased a home here so their children could abdtend high school
at the Dixie College, BDoth lirs and iirs., Leany have since devoted nost of
their tine to religious activities and worlting in the Tample.

Since 1925, irs. Leary has bean an officer in the West Ward Genealog-
ical Organization, being secrctary since 1931, In connection with this
work she has coied in their entirety the S5t. George Cemetary rccords up
toduly 1935, at the request of the Ubah Genealogical Orgamization. It is
a coincident that the recorddd mumber of the last entry vhen she bsgan this
this copying was 1861, the same mmber as the year in which the city was
first setiled, Two typed copies of this record were made in alphabetical
order by lirs. Leany!s granddaughter Ila Coxgene of which is in the State
Office and one in the Washington County Library for references

Iyrum Leay was 85 years old on the 26th of August last year and in
spite of having been somewhat afflicbed ofr many gears with asthma is full
of laughter as he recalls the expcriences of early days. He says he wants
to live as long as he can see others living and do a little pgood himsclf,
and in this is joined by ilrs. Leasry. llore power to then,

Tove 55 1939=wllyrun Leany is now 87, and is still active in Taple
worlk, somebimes walking 13 blocks from his home in 3t. George to the Tampls.

Irge yrum Leany




