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WILLIAM LeFEVRE

Dietated by Himzelf

My father John LeFevre, when he married my mother,
Ann Dalton, was a widower with eight children. Soms wers
marrisd. Willism died sfter my father and mother were
rarvid,

We lived at Chrowland, Lincoln Shire, England in a
small thatched roofed house, 2 part of which was used ss
a grocery store, owned and run by my father and mother.

Seven children waere borm to my psarents. All excepd
my sister and I died in childhood.

My fabber and mother was Bapiized into the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latier Day Saints, on Dec.,22, 1847. Prev-
ious my father had joined no rdligecus organization, nome
of thelr doctrins appealed to him. But after being persuaded
by my mcther to attend a meeting held in front of a Mr. Toolsy’'s
barn by Mormon Elders at which Elder Georgs Eyres spoks; He
exclaiwed, "thats the most common senss szrmon I heve
ever heard in my lifel”

My mother tried to be a HMethodest, but couldn't feel
the faith that others professed to feel, and kept looking
for something better until she toc heard the Gospel.

Elder Eyres Baptized them both ths same day.

On Feb, 13, 18h8, Elder William Cook Mitehell Baptizmed
my sister Sarah, Myself and 3 nephew Thomaa LsFevse, whe
had alweys made our home his owmn.

As soon as we were Baptized we Dsgan to prepare to
come to Amsrica to join the Body of the Szints. Dusing
our preparation my father had a dream in which it was
reveslsd to him that he should start--yet his body would
never reach the United Staies. He dreamed he reached the
ship, but was taken sick. He had nsever seen a ship, but
80 clear was his dream {hat he descrebed most accuratedly
the ship in which he later tcok passage.

Brother Tooley let us take his dray with which to take
our belongings to the Nail-way Station at Peterborough and
8 hand to retwrn the same to him. We reached Liverpool
all right, snd as we soughi our berths on the ship, "The
Zetland,” father pointed out parts of the ship, which he
had before dederibed to us. In the night following our
arrivel on board he was taken sick, bub was zfterward sble
to pass the ships Health GfTicers, sc determined was he
to come. He payed our passages on the ship and séliled
all business matters, but ¥ as the ship could hot sail on
account of the high head winds in the Irish Chamnel, we did
not start for several days. He became so0 ill that he was
compelled to leave the ship to seek medical aid. He

{ told those who were with him that his Hody could not go



on, but that his spitid would. He died Jan. 26, 18L9 at 9:00 A, M{;
wag buried at noon in St. Martin's Church Yard; and our ship salled the
same evening--with the rest of us sboard. Orson Spenser was President
of the Mormon Emigrant Company on board, "The Zetland."

Other returning Elders were; ¥illiam C, Mitchtll and
his son Williamy

On account of 8o many head winds we were nine weeks crossing the
Ocean. Nothéng unusuall happened on boardweXcept when & small bdlaze
was started in a cooking galley. The people became excited as msual,
but the firse was soon extinguished and shlp orders were restored,

We srrived at New Orleans April, 1, 1849, and afier three of four
days, stzrted on the Steam Ship "Iowa™ for St. Louvis, where we arrived
April 13, 1849. We rented & house on Green Street between third and
fourth south street. While there & steam boat cought fire, and befors
it could be removed or the fire extlngulshed, forty other boats and
several blocks of the Whole Sale Business Houses of the City wers burnedJ
While we weré in the midsi of it, our house escaped injury.

My mother kept house and wouked at any kind of wowk she could get
to do, My ‘gsister Satah did dressz makinv and millinary work, and as her
services were in great demand, she esr¥ned considerable momey., I secursd
a job in a Cake and Candy EstabTistyeﬁ% ‘a% a small wage; where I worked
for two months. My nephew Tom LeFevre bscamougrrand boy for Hotels and
Offices and thus smong us we wera able to reni more comfortable quarters
near the Coubt House, Mrs. King and ¥r5, Woodhead lived with us, each
doing such womk as she could get to.do.

This was during the Epidemic -of Cholers which raged fov 80 long
with unrelenting fierceness’ in St. Louis. Its victims numbered bhou-
sends; Tom was the first in our family o contract it. Ai his recovery
iy mother was taken down and while she was yet unconscious ny gister .
‘Sarah was stricken that night and: disd next morning. She was buried
before her mother gained conscousness. ‘During Saren'’s illness Tom
and I were sent for Mormon Elderss ‘but ware unsuccessful in getting
them. We were stopped three times by police, beczuse it was after curfsw
hours. Esch time we told them of 'the condition at home and invited =~
them to accompany us there and ssg for themselves, and so each time
were permitted to go on. Mother recovered and I fortunately did not get
it.

On accoutit of my sisters dexth I missed a day at the candy Shop and
when I returned to womk found that my employer had a ,"Boy Wanted," sign
in his window. I next secured work as waiter in the home of a French
Family named VonPool where I stayed the remsinder of the summer and the
following winter, By this family, mother, also was furnished quite a
lot of employment, and we becams greatly attached to each other. The
wife though & staunch Catholic, would rsad our Literature unprejudicely
for she was quite bread minded, Af¢er our arrival at Parowan, she sent
mother enough Calico to make herself a dress.

May 7, 1850 we left St. Louis for Council Bluffs, where we arrived
May, 20; Ve went first to the Log Meeting House in Kunesville which
was then cslled the Mormon Tabernacle. We becams scquainted with a
brother Wm. Carpenter, who toock us o his home. 4 short time afterward
he was instrumental in helping us to seeure a piscwrol lTand, a good
house, a cow, a horse, a corn crib, and a crop of ¢corn already planted
and growing for the sum of Ph0:00. Tom and I cared for the crop during
the summer and by fall had cows, pigs, plenty of feed, and 2 comfozt-
able house to live in. I traded my place for a yoke of oxen, and lived
that winter and the mext summer in a house owned by John R. Rokinson,
used my oxen and farmed a small pdece of land near by. The next winter
I returned to St. Louls and found employment with a Mr. Kidd, a bachelor,



In the spring I returned to the Bluffs, where Jacob Morris a
lone man, having a good wagon, 2 yoke of oxen, &nd two cows, Jjoin-
ed us, We fitted ourselves up comfortable, and started for the
Great Salt Lske Valley. Mr. Morris went to Ogden to locate, while
we were persuaded by Flder W, C. Mitchsll to go to Parowan, where
we arrived Oct., 20, 1852, Captain Woods had charge of our Com~
pany which was coppany No. 6. About a hundred wagons formed this
Company .

I had & yoke of oxen and t®o cows, wnen we reached Salt Lake
Valley. W. C. Mitchell bought a truck wagon which he hitched my
oxen and two cows and drove Lo Psrcouat.

We lived for a while at W. C. Mitchel's home, and did such
work as was Lo be done at that time of year. Brother Simon Howd
then furnished me employment and teught me how to do the kind of
work necessary to be done in s new country, &nd let us have in
return a log house and half a lot in the fori; besided seeing that
we nor our catile suffered. We spent the winter logging, thus em-
ploying ourselves and oxen. Brother Howd proved to be more than
& friend--a teacher, father and semployer,

Oct, 31, 1852 I was ordained to the office of an Elder, under
the hands of President John C. L. Smith, John Steele, John D. Lee,
James J. Little and Jumes Louis. For a number of years following,
I was an actiwe Ward Teacher and had was my companion Brother F.

D, Whitney.

Nov., 27 1855 I bought a litile four-year-old Paheed Indian
girl, paying a two-year-old filley for her. The Indians about a
year beflore wsent on 8 hunt and not careing to bz bothered with heg
left her with us. We became atbached to the iittle girl, and when
they returned prefering the pay rather then the child, I ¥édg////
bought the child, I bought her. Scme time after that they returned
and wanted more pay for. I gave them all they alked, even taking
off my shirt and giving it to them. We named her Rachel Ann.

On Dec., 25, 1855 I was married to Hamnnah Eolyozk of Parewan.
We were married in the evening at the Chrmistmas Ball, Elder Erastus
Snow officiating. As no one was slighted by receiving an invitation
before hand, they all gave us their heartiest Congrastulations and
a general handshaking followed the ceremony. I was dressed in a
new buckskin pants with other then fzshionable wesring appareall.

Thomas LeFevre was married in February to a Miss Mary Steele,

The following October I bought another Paheed Indian girl,
two years old, giving for her 2 good $ifle. Because I hesitated
about bying the child, the Indians acted as if they would kill
her, so I bought her to save her life. We named her Rebecca. She
lived with us until she was about eleven years old, and was a strong,
active, and healthy child. One day she complained of her wrist hwr-
ting her. In a short time the pain extended to her shoulder and
down her back, causing her death. '

About the second or third of November I took my wife and my
mother through their Endowmenis and sealings in the Endowment
House in Salt Lake City. My mother was sealed to my father
through me. ‘

My first child, a son, was born Sept., 10, 1857 we named him
William Dame. William Dame was our State WEHd¥ President and had
no children, so we mamed our son is his honor. Saran Ammn our
first daughter was born Sept., 20, 1860, HMay, 2, 1862 a second scn
wes born to us, whom we named John Henry. On Owtober 3, 1863 my
second wife, Francis Banks, daughter of William E. Banks, was
sealed to me, by Elder Wilford Woodruff{ in the Old Endowment House
in Salt Lake City. Our first ¢hild a dsughter, was born Aug., 15,
186} we mamed her Susesnnah Dellfina,



Durlng the surmer of the grass~hopper raid, vhen our orops
vare all destroyed, ve built a mud vall around Fort Parowan., This
wall uas four and a half feet at the botton, %Lopering up twelve feet
at tho top, vhich neasuwred two and half fect. Ab each corner we
stationed Dastinng Facing the four gates,; fron vhich ve guarded the
entrance to the fort, It is ostimited that I pub ab least $30C in
vorlz on ite

Augs, 30, 1064 riy mother, Amm Dalton LeFavre, dled; age 60
yoars, L months, and tuo days. She was buried Auge., 31, in the
Parouan Cemetary. Iy mother was dluays a very small uaian, nosver
welghing ninety pounds at a tine,

All this time I was a member of lauvoo Legion, reporting for
sorvice, and guarding the Fort and catilo against Imdiansy stands
ing on picket guard in 1y turn and baldng part in all the drills
requitods I was on Pisket grard at the time of the battls in
Lit¥le Creek Canyony 4id actual sorvlee in the battle and was ons
of those that reportced the aproach of the Indicns to those in
Cormand. UWe were suceessful in getéing our o cattle from the
Indlans, I was appoinited to take chorpe of, avd keep out the
squads of men vho were sont out to 1ok aftor the eatile at Rush
Lale, belonging to Surrili, Parowan. and Paragonah peoplss

I spertt one vhold winter at this work,

Por twenty years I was a nimubc man, and o Calalry Soldier,
doing a groat deol of riding in the Parowan, Panguiteh, Dxde,
Daune, Deaver, and adjoining districts., I tool: part in the three
day dxdll at e Harmony; tvo days at Kenarra, and one days drill
on the Red Creek Bobtem. Ilave sincc received o nedel frem the
Secretary of State giving ne credit for scrvices renmdsred to the
state in the Mack Hawk Indian War,

I was ono time a rnaabor of the Sclhicol of the Prophets.

Rachal our Indian zirl Msrried Andrev Uilliams ond died in
about & year after.

Ia lareh, 1871 1y son William Dame and I camo to Panguibeh.

I bought the proporty bolonging to Abran Smith, and planted a crope
lay, 2, I noved my family over here.

I vas appoinbed Ly Bishop Geerge Sevy as interpreter for iie
Indians, and to look after their interests with
the sottlers. I nade on pgreement with thom, tlnt if thoy sar any
trouble cording to the pood lMarmons thay wovld let me Imowe And
I, 1f I knew of any coring to the good Indians, would in turn
notdfy them, Though ue hod no ocecasion to test our agreement, I'm
firmely resolved that cither side would have nade good,

In about 1875 we noved llorth of Panguitch as far as Lowder
Springs, Mnow knaown as the Tebbs Fam. A short time lator ve bought
land on Bear Creck and noved ry fanily therses (e mads this our
home untdl 1805, vhen for educational purposes, the people a long

the river attarpted to build a setilement uhkich they called Cleve-
land, Thers e lived for thirty years.

In lov., 1900 Hamah and I were called to St. Georgs as
missionarics, ‘e spont two years as Ordinance Uorkers in the
Tamle for the Panguitch Stake. Ve returned in October.

Uy wife Francis died July, 30, 1911, and was burded in the
3pry Cenotary,

In 1913 Hannah and I wvant to ilanti to spend tho winter in
Terple vork. Upon our ¥eturn to Panguitch we built a small home

o



vhere e have sinee regided,

HOTL

Uilliam LeFovre died Mareh, 3; 1920 cnding the mordal activiides
of a great nan, a Food kind father and lowing husband.

Ilanmsh lolyoak Lefevre died Auges 2, 1920 Both vere buried
in the Spry Canetary.



