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Sketeh of the Life of Ann podgers Snow

Ttah rioneer of 1858

Prepared by sernella T, Snow Cardner, cdaughter L
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bhnn Hodgers was born at fast LakeFarm, amroth, rembrakeshire,{
Wales, on vecember 30, 1t35, the caughter of John and Jennet Reese
Rodgers. Hast Lake rarr wa: a beaubiful spo¥, with a rambling old
farm & use, large szade trees, hardv Iruit trees, manv flowers,

¥egetablesgardens, shrubs, ané winding vaths leading to all rarts
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Trm. chere were hedgs fences of blackberrv bushed where
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thev could nick berries in the summsr; hazelnut trees were nuts
were gathered for the winter, to be toasted "v large onen fire-
nlaces on ¢0l@ winter nights when the farilv had all gathered
round the dancing flams of the fire., »=nv were the hives of
honav bee to make honev for the little familv ané for neighborin g
families who should chanee to -.=2nt it.

The housewas well built, and for the tire, well furnished.
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n the kitchen was an 0lé fashioned brick oven where the week's
baking was done; and there was 31so a large oven nearth where
reatc were cooked on cranes and splite. sesldes having all the
frultec and vegetables thnev needed, tzere were manv chickens, ducks,
and ceese. TPhere was an o0léd fashioned dairv house where c¢old so-
ring water cooled the rilk in queer water sevarators.

Though there wers several girls in the familyv, there was al-
wove a raid %o do the hardest work, and there were alwavs hired
men to assist the father and bovs in the fields. +he familv was
not consideded a wealth  one, still thev were verv confortably
fixed.

The ferm was verv close 0 the ocean and warm surmer 4avs
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verv often found the rerbers of the farily going to swim in the

cool waters., V“ne dav

wnile thev were enjoving a ¢ool swim, one of
the girls, =aptha, was drowned.

Ann's mother died when Ann was only two vears 0lé, sb she had
very little of @ mother's care. within aefew vears the fat her married

asain to a maicden lade andéd bv this union there w s boxn a dauvezter.
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When Ann was twelve vesrs 0ld she went 0 the “own of wrenbw t

to
legrn the art of dressmaking. <+his she learned verv well ancd
it was a great helmn to ner in the l=ter vears.

ln 1849 the gospel was brought to them and eight of the fam-

ilv, including Ann, join~é the cvhureh of sesus Christ of Later uer

aints. zhev were an hones: God-fearing people ancthe gosnel cmre

n
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as a great jou %o them. &nn was bapitised on rav 12, 184¢ by a
loeal eléder to whor she was engaged to marrv. ‘the spirit of
gathering care upon them and in Yaniarv 1857 thev left Wales to
core to utah. <rhe oldest brother, wio was a school teacher and
Parish ministe:, tried to get them not to come, said trzat their
father, who was nét strong, could ot stand the trip not the cdld
¢limete of worth America. sowever thev saile¢ on the shbdp "Os-

prev?! and were ten weeks on the ocean. *“n the group wer=s tze fahkher,
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tep-rother, half-sister, two brothers two sisters, and Ann herself.
Cn the shdp they made amnvy friends and acquaintances whom trev

were loatheto lenve when thev l-nded 2t ~ew urleans in anril.
Tvervthing seemed so different in the new countrv tha- it wss ra-
ther hard for them to adjust therselves, <thev boarder a sie-r bo-t
to g0 up the mississ ipri niver =nd were quite a long time in making
the trip un tre river. wune night after snn had gone t0 bec,

her rost adored sister, «lizabeth, died verv suddenlv. “he Captain
vulleé up the river bank, savigg to kis men, "RBovs, if wou are

with me we will give this girl a decent burial.” *hey found a
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prettv spot on an old rlantation, dug a grave and buried

ira-
seth in the night. when inn woke next roraing her sister h=d
been buries and the boat wss fzr on its journev. HNo one wis evsar
sure afterward where she was buriec, for it was done in the night
and e-refullv concealed for fear t-e ownerc of the plantation
would have objected. shis wns = verv severe cross for the lorelv ann
to bear, since the sister haé been her closecst corpanion =né the
nearest to a mother she had ever known.

when the eorpany arrived 4t st. souls, one sister =nd one bro-
ther married and deeided to stav there tc work until thev could ges
2 better reans with whéeh to mike the trip to utah. +he rest of
the g roup went on %o “ouncil Bluffs, where vurson =vde, the officer
presiding there, advised the father (John nodges) to rent a farm
2nd stav there for a2 time PBefore atterpiing to get to zion. rhe
féather followed the advice but was stricken down with a fever 2and
died in sugust 1£20. ~hev recieved word that the one other sister
Sarah, Rac did that very same tire in >%. ~ouis. shus Afn wos left
in a strange 1°nd with neither father, rother, ror sister.

At this time the gold-rush o valifornia was at its height and
Ann‘'s voungest brother, uwenrv, disliking the long delay =284 not

being verv foné of his stev-mother, hired out to drive a tear fo
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Californizs. =e left soon after this and was never reard from again.
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whether he was killed bv the indians, or what zanpened to nir
¥
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eV
neve. knew.

Ann workes ou- when chance afforded in order to g2t monev with
which to rake the trivp to .ion. in 1&52 she, with her step-rother
and half-sister, nrocur=d a tearof csxen, a wagon, and a cow, add
started on their lo~g journev. <+he step-rother wa: of an i.ritable

¢ not neln to soften

e

dispositdaon and the severe trials of the road &
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he; temper, thus she dis-greed with t he uaptain of the companv
he
and did not hel~ her wuch. <rthe brunt of the way fellon ann‘s
voung shoulders 2nd she was forced to w2lk and drive the oxen -ost
of the vav., 4“hen thev were almost there (t. enter t-c Salt Loke vallev)
and trne cormpanv was company was making haste to enter the vallev,
one of the wheels of their wagon gsve awsr, &and since rost of t7e group
f

was far in adyvance of the 1 ttle farilv, ann waé forced to go an ahead

for help while ihe woman a»é her daughter rerzined with the wago-.
- o

Thus =2lone, in the middle of the night in septermber 1652, she walked

nd, ©he found & men whor ske had known during
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into the prorises 1
the trip, and he g-ve gssistanece she needed.

very soon after ithev resched zion, the otep-rother married again,
and AHn, not wanteing to stav at hore, worked out as much a possitble.
She went to work in th= home 5f william onow sné =sfterwards marriegd
him in »lural rmarriage. +his proved 4o be & bleszing as the
other wives were like sisters to the voung girl and tev worked hare
rmoniously together. w~he haé had other offere for rmarriage but h @
Fofused them ag shs was engaged to the voung elder in wales. ue w
had promised to write to Ber but she had been gone fo: theee vears

=

and had never hesrd fror hir. A4fter she hod “e2n married fuor about

¥

three month: she reciev=d a large bundle of letters fror hir wkich
had looked and longed for word from him to hekXp brighiten her journevw
still she neve:r regretted her ma.riage and found later that tte
ran she marrie¢ was & much no ler character that tre one ghe :ad

left in w«8les . +hrough she passed throush manv trisls cns wee hanpy
in her hore and the Bord alwavssustained nher. when it looker =s if
there was no w2 out -=e opened ur the wav so thev did not rnave to
suffer.

There wazs one instance vhere sheets, inderwares, milloweases, a &d
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many other articles were badly ne=ded, # triinrmaster who sent
tea~s o and fror the =issouri sniver to valifornia, brought ther

a lot off sheeting wago~ covers to make and renuwz, raid them for t'e

ork =nc¢ gnve tre all o  the 9ld =nd tor- ones. ~rhese thev bleached
mend~d, and ma e all of the necess rv articles Lo use and wear.

For some time thev lived in salt Lzke ~i:v then moved to uLehi
where thev made homes. 1n 1865 willis~ snow wés called 30 “21ln col-
onize the Dixie countrv. mow thev dreaced leaving rouses which
were just getting corfortably fixed, and having to stnrt ou’l 41l
over again, but thev were willing to obev the call of hhose in auth-

oritv. “here were so-anv things nceded for t he long journev throuzh

rough countrvy , but 2
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ain tr-ev ware blessec. une of ann's fistasace
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relatives in ws=les died dnd l=ft her 2 little legmev. rhroﬁgh a1l
this time thnt she kad been murried (nw ith= rot-er of five child-
renj she 12’ never had a cook stove 80 with the ronev fror this
legaeyv she purchased a stove anc other necissitiv ariicles for the
trirk rhev left wehi in mnoverber in corpany with anozher farilv.
for six weeks trevw traveled through snow and bitter colcd weather,
arriving in rine vallev on vhristras #ve,lt65, “hev Iound =2 wac-
ant znouse belonging to willism‘s brother, wrastus, wrich Tkev t a k-
fully rwoved into ddter ca~ped out for so long.

#iilliarm Snow was appoinied mishop of the littke groun, so
ann ofter had to entertain in $thog e who came as missionaries of vigt-
ors. v 3he was alwavs helping in the little corrunity, sgoing out =s

gsistant of the mid-wives &7 the dav, staving upn with the =ick.
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and deedv, ofien ﬁﬁlnlnf lzv ow' the £=2d or to make clothes for ther,
she acted as tengher in t e sundav schools for sixteen vears, vouncel-
lor of the relief societv isn vesrs, rresident of neliei sSocietv

5 =

thirtv vears., »he was the rother of eignt children. ~he led = busv




useful life, and died at the a;e of ¢2, respectedend loves b all

who ea~e in cofitact with ther.




