LIFE OF MARY ANN WIL3SON
Sketeh written by Aliee Msude L. HMathsson of her MHother's life.

Mewy Awn Wilson, daughter of William and Martha Phillips Wllson was
torn in Carlisle, Cumberland, England. January 19, 1843, At the age of three
vears her mobher died but she remenbered her as being a lovely women and as
ne looked up gt her tall hendsome Fathsr wearing 2 band of black crepe on
wig hat and noticing his sad expression on his face shs realized their great
ioss, young as she was.

She want to love with her Grandmether Wilson who tock good care of
Ler and gave her every asdvantage of learning and culiurs. She attended Kind-
ergarten school when four yesrs old where she learned to read as wg;l as to
sow and knit (we have a sampler she mede at the time with her HotheH's name
and the letiters and the numbers worked on it) she eould read the Bible at
the age of six years, !

Hepy Father would take her for long walks in the meadews where no
doubt he would go to maditate over pis loss and on one occasion she slippsd
and fell im the mud snd she never did Forget how badly she fell, when sha
zaw her litile white stockimgs and slippers ruined, but the father carried
hey bhack home where the Graudmobher szsoon had her immaculate again.

She attended the Church of England regulsrly with her Grandmother who
required her to listen to the preacher so altentively so that when the Grand-
mother was unable to ge she could tell almost everything he had said. When
32 yesars of sge she was presented with a Bible by Lord Wharton for repeating
from memory dhe eatechism and some of the prayers as well as the lst, 15%th,
25th, 37th, 101st, 113th and 145 Psalms. I have this Bibls now. She re-
zeived an education qualifyimg her %o became & nurse at the age of 17. Being
zifted with s beautiful volice she was e¢hcsen &8 scloist in the Cpusreh of
England Choir in Carlisle and was loved and respected by all. On several
cocasions she was asked to sing for Queen Vietoris, (whom she always did admire)
for her many noble gqualiities.

One day on her way homz from school she heard foulsteps beshind her
and on quickly looking around saw & man with a pair of s¢issors about to eut
of{ her long braids of suburn hair.

In 1856, when she was 22 years old some friends invited her to
atiend & conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Salints where
ghe would hear a young misaiomary from Ameriee tell of the Pestored Gospel,
and beinz interestsd and snxious to learn something different frowm the
regular routine of the Chureh of England she went but unbeknown to her Father
and Grandmother. When she saw the Fissionary and heard him talk she siis to
herself, "He is the type of a msn I would iike for my husband,” He was tall
and goed looking as we would express it now, had dark hair and larze browm syee,
dressed 2@ n English Gentlemen; which he was. Mary Ann became rmore interesti-
ed as she investigated the Gospel, 2lso in the handsome man who had appsared
8¢ zuddenly into her 1ife and he being also anxious to make new converts, they
becane acquainted. However at the close of the Conference referred to she
expressed to him her satisfaction in what he had explained in his sermon, &s



;\‘

had been anx lous to knou
4 deey friendship
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baptized at Dalston near Cerlisie on the 27th of July 1856, by
Elder Thomas Adams. Upon hearing of this her Father disowned her and the
Minister, who had doted on her, preached her funsral sermon, seying "ancther
gheep has been lost from the fold." Scwe friends, relatives of t"e Rayal
Family oftenfiinvited her to sccompany them to Church, would now piss her by
with a ook of scorn.

Uponi the death of her Grandmotiér she livesd at the L.B.S. Hendguarters
where her skill with the nsedle was‘made use of in making and repairing shirts
for the Elders and assisting the Saints who were preparing 1o leave for Utah.
In the meantime she and her Missionary friend Eldsr Henry Lunmt indillging in.
frather friendly correspondence and although she knew he had a wife in Uizh
the following poem composed by her and ssnt to him pertrays her unavlfish
nature which she exhibited 211 through her lifs,

The Posm:

H
i

A SIMILITUDE INSCRIBED TO MRS HENRY LOUNT

- In Ephraims vale a floweret bloomed

Surprising lovely was its hus

it spread its fragrance all around
The pleassnt spol on which it grew.

Yet ao lovely and sc swoet
So full of grace and modesty

And strove to hid its loveliness
From the rude gaze of the passersby.

But thers was one of beautious form

Of grsceful mein and moble birth
Who chanead to sese its tiny hesd

And not because of gorgsous tint
Of dazzling beauly 'twas arraysd

But for the unessuming gmace
That threw & halo around its head.

R .

Bub when he 3aw its tender shem

And thought of storms that might arise
And blight its beautious bloom

He gently plucked the dear loved prigze
And in his bosom he safely placed

This sweet and fragrant flower,
And there it bloomed seecure from harm

And every blighting power,

This flower and emblem is of her
“Who is the hope, the joy, the life
Of one of Israels ncblest sms
His dear end fondly cherished wifs.



GO

RS

2

pus!

w &
[N I
P G o4

21N
6w L) G S
Y vt OB

g WD

]
€&

Pheca

™

o e ©
wed et

@

i

25} &
o]

oY n

oot &

QO & 5
[
R
]
[v a1
[Rg S el]
mu [x'}
= 0
wd 6 ed
w20

T8

5

111
ez bo stra

43

£ivs

>3

e

0%
[ .
3GITG

-

ERel=F

1e

2

~
s

n Y

*

he high#

j%)

ES

233

%

spoke

Y

States and

4y -

{43

ig
i%

3d.

4
LIEVR

S

Inops o

t

: %
&

}

he
which
after

$’
giving her

-

&A%

&~

L

vt and 3

ng p
2%

Py

<
th her, and

%
and so0n

<

e

th moce

7 W

~

o
stayed wilh
ngl;

1o i;tz'ﬁil“ n
1

WL

-

gnd

¢ useful,

s
Elien, willl

<3%
83

e

2

4

b4 148

Ke ¢
vk sy
o

=1
S8l

-
S

FeA:

'_§‘

+

il

e

cowabyy

3
@
whis

in

Bh

¥

P
(124
=

e":’
3

=

Py

4

5

Laur
3

R
Sher arry

LR

el L

P
v

8 HITL
gonsent.

hi

)

o A2 : @ a
ug 25 s =
ok e W, e
K- I R I
> O M G 8 0 &
w0 [ R
8. Baamae 0w

o8 R ¢ 9.9 2
& 93 o> L e @ O @l
‘mi 0«3 Y 0 4 (1 D
WL ool BB L @
o el ?fﬁﬂmu.i
LB W, grmagd
o nz&.uihué.L c B
w\ X @ 32 w 8o
o0 O W ok O W
1b.a.ﬂﬂ@?&.ﬂ
iR i A Lo A%
—aﬁm W»bse‘n.m .lr...fu
. a5
® 20N go ot
“ @ el @ th e e
PR R R
seanmgo 9
A e R < e
8 L wEpEe Y3
vxmw ,r,wq E»me.,,a
W 42 I 7
mxﬁ%teehlt
e 59 & Y
S o ag o wmE
S N & et 3@
© 85 e T N I o
g g 8 o B
’ +u3mnwv.,.ahm.aoﬂ
PP8Ea PR el
e BRI L mo M
B G @ & W i 3
ﬁa'%mmwmm%%m
S A 3 e
MhE g @, P
i 9.1.mse R
hd ﬁuvn v‘é‘LGﬂw._Uﬂ.
& g o Lt
@ eS8 ~ o
a4 ® 9 @ n ko
o [ow} [P v o=l b B
£ .7 enEe e
n » Ut i ore prelns
Ao e®Eaep
G e o4& B Eg
Py Qe B 2 €2

eomwy. 82

HegLecs J.@&vwh

ER e @58 o
ke e » @ m..mmab‘m,
£ P 2 . v
2 a3 $a O ot 83«1
Qm.w.“.ﬁef-WtT.l
S & @S8R g 8 %
I B 4 52 WP
3 g 7 9 o
[o) 0 wm £ M.wu W 5
ﬁa m o B E W
S b A %
m,.,.v, o

E
&
e
4




Page 4

When cotbon was raised in Dixie the twe young women made ﬂoﬁ“an cloth
as well as woolen. Thyread being scerce they made that alsc. When the
Deserst Telegrsph line was built Ellen was ons of the firsi ape "2t oS, having
echarge of the office which was in the Lunt home at the time it was first

esbeabliehed in 1866 until 1903, when it was abandoned. Maude L. Mathesom
biting the laat operator of the Doservet Telegraph Company with W.B. Dougal
as manager at the time.

The two wives Mary Anm and Ellen lived in harmomy with each other
with their husband, Ellen having no children of her own shared her love
with Yhose whom Msry Amn was blessed bith and thsy 211 loved her. Mary Ann
taught school for 2 time, walking from the old Fort to ithe new “ﬁty, a mile.
She helped her husband haul hay, reapsd grain, singinpg asz she worked

4 lavga house consisbing of fifteen rooms with attic and cellar,
three porches, built im the new City, which also served as a2 hotel and furnishes
acecmodations for the President’'s Company in making their ammmal thur through
the Territorv. Aunt Elilen would receive Lhe news of thalir coging over bthe
Telegraph wires and great prepasrations would be made. Mary Amn was blessed
with eight children-- Hervietta, Fva, Yenrv, Randle, Willian. Florsnce, Violet
Alice HMaude 211 of whom were held in their imim om PT@&I@@I& Toungs knee,
vhen hs took the last named in his arms he asked how many that made and being
informed thet she was Lhe eighth he said, "That is 2 good beginning,” whiech
sinee has proven to bs true
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Yhen the Relilefl Sceiety was orgenized both Ellen and Mary Ann were
ghosen a8 officers, both in their turn serving a8 Stake Frssident, the latier
being chosen, Then Aunt Ellsn left for Mexico to join her ﬂvubara, who had
teken his two wives Ammie znd Sarah, each baving eight children, all boys, beélng.
born to Sareh afber their arrival there, Amies children were--Jdane G. Lundt
Jamima, Rose, Osear, George, Thomss, Ellem, Rachel. Serah’s family werew--
Igerton, Broughton, Farley, Edward, Heaton, Alpe, Owen, Claven

Mary Arzn remained in Csdar City where all ber children were living
and for twenty five years ghe waz sn astive worker in the Relisf Seccile ty
beth Stake and ocql capecityiss, and mach respecied and loved by ail, always
baing prompt, and willing. Her personelily commanding. yet kind and consider-
zte, glso possessing that finest of atiributes, motherly affection., In her
home she was qusenly, genble and belovad by her children, who were ever peady
4o give her every abbtention in her deciining years. Her cocunsel and advice
were always words of wiszdom, sneouragiag mothers to instill into hearts of
their ehildren lowe for ths principles of $ruth snd virtue and obsdience %o
par@nteb ¥ile zhe misged graat;; her husband and the other two wives who where
in far off lands she took cosfort with her children whom wove merrised in the
St. George Temple 2nd had largs families with the sxegptlion of Violet who was
2 ministering Angel to 2il the others; ahe adopied a littlie girl who died
when fifjesn months old. S@?ﬁ?&l years after she took two children o vaisze
both having fsrilées and who loved her a2z a mother. Onr the 7th of April
1910 Mary Ann departed this 1ife at the age of 76 aftsy 2 short iliness
sarrounded by 21l the children exespt Florence who had rirgosded her only
four months, on Desember 1k, 1%09.



